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I Abstract |

A Study on the Relation of Time-Space Meaning of
‘Shang, Xia' in Modern Chinese

Jung, Hyunae*

In many languages, time is expressed through space concept. In Chinese language, also, time
is expressed as an object alive through various predicates, and sometimes as the flowing water,
Besides, time concept can be easily found in the direction name.

In Korean, also, ‘front and ‘behind’ indicates ‘past and ‘future’, which is a general phenomenon
in many languages including Chinese direction name Jeon(fij) and Hu(f5). However, recently in
Chinese language, there’s a unique phenomenon to indicate ‘past’ and ‘future’ with direction name
up(F) and down(F). Nevertheless, this could not convincingly explain the internal association
with ‘direction’ so far,

As the result of analyzing the example sentence of corpus, the major space meaning that
direction name up(F) indicates is ‘the surface of an object that can be confirmed through the eye
being exposed to the observer, and it was confirmed that down(F) means the space beyond the
‘wall’ which is invisible since it is shut off, That is, visible space and invisible hidden space. Such
spatial attribute is projected in time, accordingly, ‘visible space’ is connected to ‘past, and
‘invisible space’ is connected to ‘future’,

Based on the experience that the result of a work done just now, a metaphor, ‘past is front,
can be made, accordingly, up(F) indicates the past in Chinese by applying also to up(F), a
‘visible space’. On the contrary, invisible space, ‘back’, where a situation is invisible just like the

future, space of down(F) indicates the future by sharing the attribute of being invisible,

[Key Words] shang( ), xia(F), space, time, metaphor, surface, block
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