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I Abstract |

A Study on Necessity of Transition of the

Standard Language Policy between South and North Korea

—Focusing on the Influence of Standard Language on Communication in the Posthumanism Era—

Lee, Chankyu*

This study suggests that the factors that accelerate language heterogeneity in North and South
Korea are the codified standard language policy of North Korea and South Koreas, and it is
necessary to abolish the codified standard language because it can make communication difficult.

Historically, the notion of standard language began in England in the 15th century, and France
was influenced in England, which again influenced Germany. During the period from the 15th to
the 19th century, the standard language policy, which was intended to strengthen the kingship in
Europe and to increase the influence of the central government, influenced imperial Japan
through Germany and this led to Korea in the Japanese colonial period. Today, It became a
nation that enacted a strong standard language policy.

Comparing the languages of the two Koreas, there is no significant difference in terms of
spelling. On the other hand, there are many differences in terms of lexicon. It seems to be the
result that North Korea has strongly promoted the use of cultivated standard language, and South
Korea has also adopted strong standard language policy. The fact that the two Koreas have the
standard language of each codified standard language can be a source of conflict in the future
development of inter-Korean relations.

Communication is the most basic function of language. Historically, the standardization of
language has helped communication until 19th century, However, since the concept of ‘ensuring
language diversity, activating creative function of language and securing the right of language
equality’ has been strengthened in modern times, as a result, standard language is rather a factor
preventing communication abundance, For that reason I suggest abolishing the codified standard
language.

If we abolish the codified standard language, we will use the most, the standard in

* Chung-Ang University, Professor
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broadcasting and media, and the way to educate students based on the languages included in the
dictionary, and many other benefits, is a reasonable way. In this paper, instead of the concept of

‘alternative’ as the standard language, this paper proposes the concept of Unified Common

Korean’, which is a common language used by all Koreans,
[Key Words] standard language, culture language of North Korea, Standard language Regulations,

Standard Language Policy, Unified Common Language, Language heterogeneity,
Language Unification
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