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I Abstract |

Zhu Xi's Arguments on Limiting the Power of an Absolute Monarch

Park, Sungkyu*

All of the great Confucian philosophers such as Confucius, Mencius, and Dong ZhongShu have
made great achievements in their ideological support to ensure that the power of the monarch is
guided in the right direction. Zhu Xi, Confucian scholar of the Song Dynasty, also made many
achievements in the monarch’s power control, He carefully compiled the Collected Annotations of
the Analects of Confucius. In it, he embraced his own meaningful thought,

For example, Confucius said, “The monarch employs his ministers with propriety; the ministers
serve their monarch with good faith,” But Zhu Xi explained the meaning of the phrase as follows:
“If the monarch employs his ministers with propriety, then the ministers serve their monarch with
good faith,” So he emphasized the monarch’s duty more than the ministers duty,

And Confucius said, “If T rule the country, first of all, T will do the rectification of names.” But
Zhu Xi explained the meaning of the phrase as follows: “The current monarch does not play a
proper role, so the monarch must be brought down, and a prince without a moral imperfection
must ascend to the throne,” So he wanted to open the way for the servants to examine the
morality of the monarch,

Zhu Xi tried to reform the real world through his commentary on classics, In that works, he

has made considerable success,

[Key Words] Zhu Xi, Confucius, Analects of Confucius, the Collected Annotations of the Analects of

Confucius, the Power of an Absolute Monarch

* Lecturer, Hongik University
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