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I Abstract |

Kim Sowol’'s “Azalea Blossoms” Is Not a Poem of Parting

Yoon, Hyonyung*

Kim Sowol’s “Azalea Blossoms” is one of the most famous and highly evaluated modern Korean
poems. And the extant interpretations have pointed out as its theme the feeling of grudge, the
sense of grudge mixed with affection, a blessing by strewing flowers, the unconscious desire for
a sexual union, or a modern type of parting without resentment on the part of the speaker
encountering separation from the lover, Variegated as they are to a certain extent, these
approaches to the poem all share the limited critical framework that the speaker is determined, if
reluctant, to let go of the loving one, who is now unbearably sick and tired of even seeing the
speaker,

However, my paper offers a new interpretation that it is not ‘a poem of parting but ‘one of
recovering love at stake,” In a purely assumed situation of parting, the speaker never accedes to
the separation imposed by the now nauseated sweetheart. Rather, the speaker is bent on curing
the sickness and restoring the partner’s heart to its former state of love, Strewing beautiful azalea
flowers under the steps of the departing lover is not a gracious farewell praying for the bliss of
the goer’s future as conventional scholars have claimed so far, Instead, it is a moving remedy
appealing to the aesthetic taste which the speaker believes still to be working intact in the heart

of the lover,

[Key Words] Kim Sowol, Azalea Blossoms, paradox, parting, love

* Professor, Dankook University
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