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I Abstract |

A Study of Education for kisaeng(ifi/f) and their Seohwa(#E
Artworks in the 1910~20s

Kim, Suhyun®

This study for the first time excavated and scrutinized important two artworks (seohwa) by
kisaeng (courtesans) who were belonged to gwonbeon (an institution for training and oversight of
kisaeng) in the Japanese colonial period. This article based on the artworks described education
programs for kisaeng and their outstanding art activities in the 1910~40s,

One of the artworks is a collaborative work, hap-jak-do, by nine kisaengs under the
instructions of Yutak Kim(1875~1936) who taught seohwa in Pyeongyang Kisaeng School. Yutak
Kim, an art master and instructor, and Gyujin Kim (1868~1933) set up Gyoyuk-seohwa-gwan in
July 1907. It was an institution of seohwa education where ordinary people could learn the arts,

The other one is a calligraphy by Gwisuk Oh who was a famous and outstanding seohwa artist
as well as kisaeng of Daejeong-gwonbeon, She was also called Sanhong Oh and earned a
reputation for her mukran-hwa (calligraphic paintings) that were awarded several times at Joseon
Arts Exhibition in the 1920s. The study of her works is expected as a ground breaking research
to open up the future studies about the significant roles of kisaeng on the art activities and
artistry in the Japanese colonial period. Her works are crutial and precious, especially in the
current condition that the works of the early modern female seohwa artists are rarely introduced,

During the Japanese colonial period, the kisaeng schools that provided traditional arts
education had a significant role not only for training music and dance performances but also in
the aspect of supporting female seohwa education and the artistic activities,

Through this study that looked over Yutak Kim's contribution as an extraordinary instructor and
the nine kisaengs collaborative work, Hap-jak-do we can learn the process of the seohwa

education for kisaeng and the transmission of the art skills from Gwisuk Oh'’s artistic calligraphys,

[Key Words] kisaeng, seohwa, Pyeongyang Kisaeng School, Yutak Kim, Gwisuk Oh, early modern

female artists
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