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I Abstract |

Composition Principles and Background of New Hanzi Characters Made in

Korea Shown in Ancient Wooden Documents and Inscriptions

Yoon, Seon-tae*

In ancient Korean society, where Chinese characters were accepted and studied, they
understood the Six principles of Chinese character formation(75&). Compound-ideograms(&r&),
the method of creating new characters by combining the meanings of existing Chinese characters
was found to be the earliest in the creation of unique characters and the most generalized
composition principle, It is thought that our first case of unique characters, ‘Warehouse i, was
made with the same principle.

After the unification of the Three Kingdoms, Silla produced more unique characters in the process
of maturing Chinese characters, One axis is an increase in the number of Compound ideograms,
such as 3¥F, #%, and #8, while the other is Combining-two-letters(5%), new unique Chinese
characters, such as 1, 7, &, and A3, which were created by the calligraphy habit of combining
two letters and pasting them together in line with the development of document administration
since the Three Kingdoms Period, This shows that most of new Hanzi characters made in ancient
Korea were created from the principles of Compound-ideograms and Combining-two-letters,

Finally, through a new interpretation of the T&’ found in the wooden document No, 17 excavated
at the Wolseong moat in Gyeongju, it was emphasized that the letter ‘IR’ was unique character to
the meaning of ‘engraving "R(seop)’, which was used until the Joseon Dynasty through Goryeo,
and that the date of its creation could be traced back to Silla in the 6th to the early 7th century.
I also suggested that the letter “[1” is a semantics with the meaning of engraving and pecking,
and that the letter “K” is sound of seop. This shows that ‘engraving "k(seop) was created from

the principle of Phono-semantic-compounds(JZE).

[Key Words] New Hanzi characters made in Korea([Ef§EF), Ancient Wooden documents(Af&), Six
principles for Chinese Character formation(75&), Compound-ideograms(€r&), Combining-

two-letters(55), Document administration(SCESTH0, Phono-semantic-compounds(F).

* Professor, Dongguk University
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