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I Abstract |

A Study on the Traditional and Basic Culture of the Early Goguryeo:
Tomb of Tonghua Wanfabozi

Ha, Moonsig*

The site of Tonghua Wanfabozi are located in the upper valley of Hunjiang. As the result of
excavation, coffin tombs, stone lined tombs, dolmens, and stone mound tombs dating from the
Bronze Age to early Goguryeo were excavated, This site was divided into the living space where
the ruins of the houses were excavated and the tomb space where people were buried at that
time, Looking at the process of constructing the tombs, the coffin tombs were built in the lower
area in the early days, and the stone lined tombs, the dolmens, and the stone mound tombs were
built gradually toward the higher places.

It was found that there were no head bones among the coffin tombs, which is believed to be
due to the war because the society at the time was in a chiefdom society, The coffin tombs,
which buried several people several times, and the stone lined tombs, appear to be a group tomb
where family members are buried in one place.

Meanwhile, other stone tombs, except for the coffin tombs, were found to be buried through
cremation, In some tombs, in situ cremation was found inside the grave pit. These burial customs
were also investigated in dolmens in Hadaling area in the southern Jilin, cave graves and dolmens
in the Taizihe basin, and the stone graves in Liaonan region. These burial practices among them
are compared and researched, The subordinate coffin, which can be interpreted as a space for
funerary objects, was found in the stone lined tombs and dolmens,

The orientation of the head of a person buried in several tombs in the site of Wanfabozi was
determined according to the surrounding natural topography. Among the funerary objects were
small potteries that appeared to be the mortuary gifts for being buried and those showing the
formality of potteries of the early Goguryeo. More than 200 bone arrowheads were excavated
from No. 21 coftin tomb, regardless of gender or age. This has to do with people's belief of

afterlife at that time. Transformed-type bronze daggers, which are mainly found in the middle and

* Professor, Yonsei University
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lower reaches of the Yalu River, have been excavated. They are helpful in understanding the
succession relationship between Gojoseon and early Goguryeo.,
The materials excavated from the tombs of Wanfabozi site are important for understanding the

basic culture of early Goguryeo.

[Key Words] tomb of Tonghua Wanfabozi, basic culture of the early Goguryeo, valley of Hunjiang,
stone lined tombs, dolmens, stone mound tombs, cremation, transformed-type bronze

daggers
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