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I Abstract |

A Study on the Joint Investigation Plan between South Korea,

North Korea and Russia on the Northern Relics of Admiral Yi Sunsin

Baek, Jong-oh*

This article presents archaeological investigation methods such as earth surface and excavation
investigation for the joint investigation plan of the northern relics of Admiral Yi Sunsin, and then
approaches the practical method for the South-North-Russia joint investigation by examining the
trends of the North-South joint investigation and Korea-Russia excavation investigation.

The northern relics of Yi Sunsin are distributed around the Tumen River estuary. Representative
relics include Donggubibo(#EIEE) of Samsu(=7k), Geonwonbo(#ZFEE) of Kyongwon(EHR),
JosanboGi[ L) of Kyonghung(B#Hil), and Nokdundo(fEfE) in Hamgyong Province, Also includes
are Namsan Bongsu, Durisan Bongsu, Bulamsuho, Gobongsuho, Gojosansuho, and Hadansuho,
which are Bongsu(}§§%, beacon fire) and Yeondae(J&Z, beacon fire stand) belong to Josanbo,
Gyeongheungjin(BH§H), Seosurabo(F/k#EE), Muibo(MERE), Acjibo(FHEHIE), Asanbo(F[EHIER),
Anwonbo(ZJF#8), and Gyeongwonjin(BHF#E), which are the neighboring Jinbo(§i£8), are also
subject to further study.,

Among these, Nokdundo and Josanbo at the estuary of the Tuman River are historical sites
where Yi Sunsin defeated the invasion of the Jurchen(zziE) before the outbreak of the Imjin War,
It is a land of sorrow because Joseon lost it due to the Convention of Peking in 1860, Therefore,
the archaeological investigation of the northern relics of Yi Sunsin is significant in that it is the
first step for more concrete restoration of the historical significance of Nokdundo and Josanbo.

Existing joint investigations between the two Koreas are insufficient except for the excavation
of Goryeo Palace Manwoldae in Kaesong. Existing Korea-Russia excavations focus only on the
Balhae relics in the Maritime Province, lacking temporal and spatial diversity. Therefore, it is
expected that the joint investigation on the northern relics of Yi Sunsin allows meaningful results

in terms of cultural exchange and academic work because it targets the common national heroes

* Professor, School of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Korea National University of Transportation. Director of Jungwon
Research Institute,
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of the two Koreas, Future joint investigation needs to conduct descent investigation and exploration
trench in accordance with the agreed investigation manual for related relics such as earthen
fortress of Nokdundo, Josanbo and Seungjeondae(J#k2). 1t is considered reasonable to establish
a separate medium-and long-term plan and conduct annual excavation investigations after figuring
out the whole aspect of the relics.

A more realistic way to accomplish a joint investigation on the northern relics of Yi Sunsin, is
to start an excavation investigation between Korea and Russia, and then a Russian investigative
group invite North Korean archaeologists to the excavation site to achieve “the South-North-Russia
joint investigation of the northern relics of Yi Sunsin’. In particular, the joint investigation is
expected to play an important role in reconciliation between the two Koreas following the
previously conducted inter-Korean exchange and cooperation projects, Furthermore, if the project
is expanded to an international cooperation project through Russia, it is expected to contribute to

the formation of a foundation for Northeast Asian peace community.,

[Key Words] Yi Sunsin, Nokdundo(fEiE), JosanboGglli#8), Tumen River, Hamgyong Province,

Northern Relics, Joint Investigation
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