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Research in the Jangseogak Archives at the Academy of Korean Studies:

The Present and Future

Joo, Youngha*

This article examines the current state of the research in the Jangseogak Archives at the
Academy of Korean Studies (AKS Jangseogak Archives) and its upcoming tasks, The AKS
Jangseogak Archives is an institute that survey, collect, process to conserve, oversee, and study
the old books and documents from the court of Chosdn (1392~1910) and private literati families
(munjung). Ever since the Office of Jangseogak at the Bureau of Cultural Properties Preservation
transferred the old books and documents of the Chosdn court to the Academy of Korean Studies
in 1981, the AKS Jangseogak Archives has conducted research on the documents of the royal
archive on the one hand, and surveyed and collected books and written materials from private
munjung on the other, Prior to 2011, the AKS Jangseogak Archives relied its research entirely on
the support of the Committee for Promotion of National Learning (Gukhak jinheung yeon'gu
sa'eop chjin wiweonhoe) and the Korean Studies Promotion Service (Han'gukhak jinheung sa'eoptan).
Since the 2012, with a drastic budgetary increase for its material and staffing conditions, the AKS
Jangseogak Archives has been reshaped into a full-scale research institution of old books and
documents. The research staff at the AKS Jangseogak Archives has been carrying out on web-site
platforms their projects on bibliographical records, introductions, digital images, states of conservation,
archive locations, and availability of the collected old documents through the Jangseogak Archive
Resource Management System, JARMS). Whereas the JARMS is an internal research tool, the web
sites, Digital Jangseogak (Dijiteol Jangseogak, jsg.aks.ac.kr) and Archive of Old Documents of
Korea (Han'guk Gomunseo Jaryogwan, archive aks sc kr), are the platforms through which
scholars can access the materials collected in the AKS Jangseogak Archives from the outside. In
the coming years, the AKS Jangseogak Archives plans to focus its research on the project entitled
“The Cultural History of Books at Jangseogak Archives,” which comprises three areas: The

production and circulation of the book, the knowledge contained in the book, and the paper that

* Director, Jangseogak Archives & Professor, Graduate School of Korean Studies, The Academy of Korean Studies
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is the material basis of the book, The AKS Jangseogak Archives will produce the core research
achievements on the history of books and knowledge that the people of ChosOn had

accumulated,

[Key Wordsl Jangseogak, AKS Jangseogak Archives, old documents of the Choson court, old documents
of private literati families (munjung), Jangseogak Archive Resource Management System
(JARMS), Digital Jangseogak, Archive of Old Documents of Korea, The Cultural History of
Books at Jangseogak Archives
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