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I Abstract |

The State of East Asian Studies in Japan

Komine Kazuaki*

From the perspective of comparative studies of East Asia, this article suggests the following ideas.
This first is to take “East Asia” as the cultural sphere of Chinese characters and writing from ancient
times to the early modern times (namely, premodern times), The Classical Studies in Japan tend
to focus on the comparison with Chinese classics solely and failed to get enough knowledge of
Korean classics and Vietnam classics. Hence, it is urgent that History of East Asian Literature should
be constructed. East Asian Studies based on the outcomes of Oriental Studies and the actual
intercultural exchanges has become necessary, As for the methodology of comparison, it is important
to carry out a multifaceted and multi-layered comparison instead of a single-line, one-to-one
comparison, This article also brings up a methodology that combines “Exchange Literature”, a
brand-new concept coming into being in the multicultural and intercultural exchanges, with the

concept “Comparative Literature”,

[Key Words] Chinese Characters and Writing East Asian Literature Comparative Literature

Exchange Literature
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