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I Abstract |

Production and Circulation of Bronze Raw Materials During the

Early States Period of China

Kim, Jung Ryol*

In the Early States period of China, bronzeware was an item that guaranteed the ruling elite’s
status and authority and was used as a weapon or a chariot component and harness to strengthen
its military power, Bronze raw materials were a very significant resource at the time. Thus an
understanding of its production and circulation could be a beneficial way to understand the
nation’s structure and society in the Early States period,

The issue of where they produced bronze raw materials is seeking a clue to the solution, as the
technology for estimating the place of producing bronze raw materials using lead isotope analysis
has recently been more upgraded, and meaningful remains have been found one after another, The
bronze raw materials primary production site was in the Zhongtiao Mountain area, close to the
central planes throughout the Farly State period. During the Western Zhou era, supplies for the
Tonglu Mountain area in the middle stream of the Yangtze River increased, and producers of the
bronze raw materials also varied. Some were operated under direct intervention and management of
state power, but others were managed under local polity control. When they arrived at the place
where the bronze materials were consumed, they were used to make various bronzeware, It cannot
be ruled out that bronze workshops were operated directly by the state. However, state power
neither monopolized nor occupied most of them. As confirmed at the Yinxu and Zhouyuan, the
bronzeware manufacturers were as diverse as those of the bronze raw materials. There is no reason
to underestimate the role of the local human groups or regional central centers there,

Recent studies that presuppose state power's domination and monopoly on the bronze raw
materials are gradually gaining a leading position, However, particularly when examining the
consumption of bronze raw materials through the Bronze Inscriptions of the Western Zhou era, it
can be seen that they were obtained, frequently exchanged, and consumed through various

occasions and channels in complex and diverse dimensions of human networks.

[Keywords] China, Early States, bronze raw materials, bronze workshop, bronzeware, lead isotope

analysis
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