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I Abstract |

Ancient Interactions between Vietnam and China

Kim, Nam C*

In the millennium BC, the Southeast Asian continent was home to hundreds of moat-enclosed
settlements, and Co Loa was one of them, However, Co Loa is an unusual example of similar
settlements in Southeast Asia, as well as the Bac Bo region, on its scale, It was the largest
settlement in Vietnam during the Dong Son period. The key to the establishment of Co Loa politics
and capital was the history of geographical location and interaction with neighboring regions,
especially with the North, The network of trade and regional exchanges had a profound impact on
the process of centralizing the political system that led to the formation of the political community,
and the pattern of trade developed gradually over the centuries, Beginning in the 3rd century BC,
exchanges between these regions have made significant economic and political changes.

During the pre- and post-A.D., archaeological evidence in northern Vietnam began to clearly
show China’s influence, which was initially insufficient, but became apparent by the 1st century
A.D. After the 3rd century BC, political changes took place in northern Vietnam, where the “Yue
(#)” culture and direct and indirect exchanges with Chinese society in the north were marked, At
the end of the B.C., direct and indirect exchanges deepened, which led to the formation of the
nation and urbanization. Traces of direct interaction appear by comparing artifacts from the Dong
Son cultural community in Bac Bo and the Dian(J&) cultural community in Yunnan, Indirect and
buffered traces of exchanges can be read by comparing Co Loa’s material culture to the culture
of southeastern China and politicians such as South Wall, In this later stage of exchange, which
corresponds to the Western Han Age (approximately 206 BC~24 BC), artifacts such as pottery and
roof tiles from the north, begin to appear in the Bac Bo. In the later East Han period, the forms
of exchange developed into both mixed and colonial cultures, This is supported by architectural
styles such as relics of the Han Empire style, which increases in quantity in the 2nd and 3rd
centuries A. D., or brick tombs that correspond to the Han Chinese or just-born Chinese-Vietnamese

elites. In this second phase, the nature of contact was characterized by the fact that the Han

* Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison

- 347 -



18 ® i

8

Dynasty expedition led by Ma Yuan(F#g), the 1st century A.D. suppressed the Hai Ba Trung({#ii
IF)-led Indigenous Rebellion, followed by the actual mass migration of the Han Chinese group. Co
Loa’s political leaders were clearly aware of the Chinese form of monarchy and political-religious
ideology. It is suggestive that Co Loa emerged at the end of the national era, raising the
possibility that the indigenous leaders of Bac Bo were aware of the significant events in the north
that ultimately led to the unification of the Qin Dynasty, Co Loa’s vast defense system may have
been inspired by the growing north and its potential threats, while at the same time trying to
counter them, As mentioned earlier, the urbanization form in Co Loa is unique compared to the
contemporary examples of Bac Bo and Southeast Asia, I believe that Co Loa’s urbanization type
is partly related to the development of more complex urbanization types in the north, which are
related to the rise of Chinese civilization. Co Loa reflects a mixed culture, The establishment of
authority and power here was not only based on the use of existing Dong Son cultural political
power models and symbols, but also on the combination of them and exotic elements. In this
respect, the Co Loa case gives significant implications for understanding the early forms of

exchanges between ancient Vietnam and China,

[Keywords] Vietnam, Co Loa, Dong Son Culture, Mixed Culture, Trade, Acculturation
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