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I Abstract |

The Characteristic and Meaning of Kitchen God
Worshipping the Qing Imperial Household

—Focus on the Festival Court Plays Jie Jie Hao Yin

Im, Miju*

The Qing Dynasty established by the Manchurian regime, established a unique culture of
Kitchen god worshipping(it&) which is distinguished from previous dynasties, The Qing Dynasty
palace performed Festival Court Plays, a professionally created play to commemorate the Day of
Kitchen god worshipping forming a ritual for the Day of Kitchen god worshipping of the Qing
Dynasty.

Jie Jie Hao Yin("&i#fif&s) is a script collection produced by Qing Dynasty’s imperial storehouse
that includes 8 different types of the Day of Kitchen god worshipping’s Festival Court Plays, The
dramas of Kitchen god worshipping(it&fiikk) reflects the various the Day of Kitchen god
worshipping customs naturally associated with the rituals of the Kitchen God(Zaojung#). The
dramas of Kitchen god worshipping mainly covers centering on the three historical figures
including Yin Zitang(§&¥)7), Li Mengzheng(B521E), Fan Shihu(Gafai) who performed the rituals
related to Kitchen god worshipping. In addition, the dramas of Kitchen god worshipping contains
useful information that reflects Kitchen god worshipping rituals and characteristics.

In the early period of the Qing Dynasty which succeeded the Ming Dynasty system, the Five
sacrifices(Fjit) incorporated the Kitchen god worshipping. In the eighth year of Sunzhi(lEg), it
was institutionalized to pay tribute to the Kitchen god worshipping in the early summer, After
Emperor Kangxi(fEg), the Kitchen god worshipping as the sacrificial rites for the nation were
abolished and the court officially held a memorial service on December 23rd in the lunar
calendar, The dramas of Kitchen god worshipping reflects this aspect of the day of Kitchen god
worshipping of the Qing court, This is the result of the Qing court’s acceptance of the private
custom which shows the convergence of private and official customs.

As a domestic ritual of the Qing court, the Kitchen god worshipping was held in the form of

* Hanyang University

- 71 -



24 ® i

8

a couple together performing a ceremony in which the emperor and the empress also participated.
The characteristic of the ritual of a couple together performing a ceremony of the Qing court, in
which the emperor and empress participate, is reflected in the presence of the couple holding
sacrificial rites together or serving the Kitchen God(Zaojun&#) and his wife(Zaojunfuren BEHEK
A) together in the dramas of Kitchen god worshipping.

The works of the dramas of Kitchen god worshipping performed on the of the Kunning Palace
show the inclusive characteristics of Kunning Palace’s historical rites by including the fusion of
private and official Kitchen god worshipping cultures, Han and Manchuria cultures, Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Taoism cultures, court Rites-music including plays. It can be seen the acceptance
of various faith religions and the inclusive characteristics of the historical rites of the Qing court.
This clearly reflects the Qing ruler’s ideals of convergence and harmony with the court as a family

and the various nationalities and cultures that make up a large-scale empire.

[Keywords] Qing Imperial Household, Kitchen God, Kitchen god worshipping, Festival Court plays,
Jie Jie Hao Yin("&iffiiF%,), Custom of Kitchen god worshipping, Multicultural convergence
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