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I Abstract |

Jeong In-bo’s Perception and Research of Korean Buddisim

Yeo, Heejeong*

As a Korean scholar, Jeong In-bo paid attention to and explored Korean Buddhism in terms of
interest in Korean history and scholarship. He basically recognized the contribution of Buddhism
in Korean traditional culture and held the position that the legacy of Korean Buddhism should be
inherited well.

He stressed that ‘improving oneself and bringing benefit to others” are the essence of Korean
Buddhism, and he explained that it was a great feature of Korean Buddhism that monks willingly
jumped into the country’s turmoil and sacrificed their lives. And he thought that the driving force
behind this tradition of state-protecting Buddhism was that the spirit of Korea's unique idea of
‘humanitarianism’ was connected to Buddhism and harmonized with the fundamental spirit of
Buddhism, He also revealed that the Buddhist community contributed greatly to the study of
‘Hunminjeongeum’ by emphasizing that the achievements of Monk Shinmi({Zf&) and Monk Hakjo
(B4iH) were great in the field of research on Hunminjeongeum, which is called Jeonggeumhak(TF.
HE).

Above all, Jeong In-bo's claim to be the greatest achievement of Korean Buddhism was that
monks with great wisdom were cultivated in the interpretation of Buddhist scriptures, Among
them, the person Jeong In-bo paid attention to was Do-rangGER), a monk from Goguryeo, who
moved to China to establish Three-Treatise School(Zi#£). His research on Do-rang was sparked
by Japanese scholars during the modern era, and Chinese and Korean scholars began to show
interest. However, the study of Do-rang by Japanese and Chinese scholars was only dealt with in
the history of Chinese Buddhism, and there was also an underrated view of the effect of Do-rang.
On the other hand, Jeong In-bo praised Do-rang’s achievements and influences, and claimed that
the status of Korean Buddhism in East Asia was great through Do-rang’s existence,

To Jeong In-bo, who wanted to acquire the ethnic identity and create a culture based on the

spirit of the humanitarianism, Korean Buddhism was rich in the spirit and cultural heritage that

* Dae-Ji High School Teacher
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we have to inherit today.

[Keywords] Jeong In-bo, Korean Buddisim, Korean studies, humanitarianism, state-protecting

Buddisim, ethnic identity
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