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I Abstract |

Discussion on Spade-shaped Coin of “Yangan”

Li, Guangming*

Among the bronze coins of the Warring States Period unearthed in Hebei, Beijing-Tianjin area,
Inner Mongolia, Liaoning, and the northern part of the Korean Peninsula, there is a two-character
spade-shaped coin with the money text “Yang” on the left and “An” on the right, Whether from
the shape of the coin or the calligraphy of the text, there are some differences on the
spade-shaped coin between the states of Han, Wei, Zhao and Yan state. This discussion is focus
on the spade-shaped coins of Yan state. The controversy is the texts on the coin should be called
Yangan or Anyang,

This paper points out that the proof for calling this type of spade-shaped currency “Anyang” is
not sufficient, through the comparison of the geographical position, the research on the reading
order of the texts, and the discussion on which the coin belongs to. Based on the archaeological
excavated data, combined with the analysis and research, it is considered that the coin should be
called “Yangan Bi", This conclusion provided a very important clue for the study of the economic
development of the State of Yan during the Warring States Period, as well as the administrative
establishment of this area, and it is also of great significance for the study on the expansion and

reign of the State of Yan to the Northeast of China.

[Keywords] Warring States Period, Yan State, spade-shaped coins, Yang'an, Anyang

* Liaoning Provincial Academy of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
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