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I Abstract |

The Connotations in the Concept of ‘Chong () / Chinjong (&)’
and Criticisms in Ch'Ongbirok (ils%)

Jang, Jinyoup®

This paper examines the contexts in which the concept of ‘chdng (f§. affection) and ‘chinjong
(EJ%. true affection) was utilized in Yi TOkmu (ZfE##)'s Ch'Ongbirok (l¥#%. Records of Pure
Energy Inside), and the criticisms in regards to the said concept.

First, the connotations embodied in the concept of chdng as appears in Ch'Ongbirok is
appraised, Yi TOkmu evaluated the poetry of Yi KwangsOk as ‘ch'Ongjin (&, pure and sincere)’,
remarking that his chdng has become very robust from his high level of sophistication, which
comes from him being well-read, Yi KwangsOk’s visible affection for his friend in his poetry has
inspired such remark, Following this, Yi TOkmu quoted his own poetry which expresses his
longing for a ‘ch'Gngsting (##%. warmhearted)’ individual and proceeded to denounce those who
are kind on the outside, but actively malicious on the inside as ‘ones without a semblance of
chdng. Ch'ongsiing individual refers to those who have an affectionate heart for friends; insincere
individuals possess no chong for others, In short, sincerity in a relationship is at the core of Yi
TOokmu's understanding of chOng. As a foundation which allows an honest relationship to form
between two people, in this context chdng is conceptually equal to chinjong.

Next analyzed is the ways in which the concept of chdng and chinjong is employed in poetry
criticisms of Ch'Ongbirok, Yi TOkmu introduces the exchanges between Chinese literati — Yan
Cheng (B&k), Pan Ting Jun (G&E), Lu Fei (B, Li Tiao Yuan () — and Choson literati, He
provided an especially detailed picture of how they lamented upon their parting, and realized
‘chinjong’ here. Also, Yi Tokmu argued in Imokkushimso (BEHIxE. Book of What I Have
Heard, Seen, Said, and Felt) that manifestation of chinjong and fabricated emotions are
distinguishable by nature, and that sadness is the most hard to fabricate among seven emotions
(&%), It follows this that he places special emphasis on the chdng of parting found in writings

about Chinese literati, Meanwhile, it is the manifestation of chinjong in relationships which
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elevates the level of poetry, producing sensation beyond words (E4h&%). When full, sincere and
unpretending heart gets itself embodied in the words; and when such mind overflows the words,
it leaves a ring that lasts eternally, This idea that full expression of chinjong naturally leads to
implicative poetic words is characteristic of Yi TOkmu’s poetry criticism,

The perspective which emphasizes chinjong and ch'Onjin (K. true nature) is based on the
theory of spiritual expression (ME#) by Gongan School (AZ3K) and Yuan Mei (3f%), while the
pursuit of implicative language of sensation beyond words coincides with the theory of spirited
charm (") presented by Wang Shi Zhen (). However, Yi TOkmu's specific mode of
their application is very original. Analysis presented in this paper is one example which

exemplifies such quality,

[Keywords] Yi TOkmu (ZE#), Ch'Ongbirok (iE$%), criticism, affection (ff), true affection (E1#),

sensation beyond words (E4hZ)
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