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I Abstract |

The 1936 Shanghai Anti-Japanese Rallies and Protests: Focusing on the National

Salvation Association of All Circles

Park, Jisu*

The 1936 Shanghai anti-Japanese rallies and protests exemplify a case of sustained civic-led
Rallies under the Kuomintang's (KMT) Period of Political Tutelage, Since its establishment in
December 1935, the National Salvation Association (Guguo Hui) organized diverse anti-Japanese
rallies and protests until November 1936, The Association initially organized Commemoration rally
and protests on anti-Japanese occasions to mobilize participants before orchestrating civic assemblies,
Despite establishing a nationwide organizational structure to consolidate its capacities, the Association
faced challenges in conducting open gatherings due to inten7sified governmental repression.
Consequently, the Association shifted its focus from Rallies to protests. It actively employed methods
such as banners, slogans, and songs during both rallies and protests, These events not only engaged
civilians but also included participation from Chinese police officers, reflecting a commitment to
democratic principles alongside anti-Japanese advocacy. This transformation can be attributed to the

Association’s affiliation with the Communist Party and its alignment with the united front strategy.

[Keywords] National Salvation Association, Anti-Japanese rallies, Anti-Japanese Demonstration,

Commemoration rally, Citizens Assembly
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