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I Abstract |

“Reciprocations(Bao) are for the Profit of all under Heaven”

—'The Core Ideas of Confucian Ethics

Zhang, Lei*

Bao is one of the core ideas in Confucian ethics and has been an important topic in ancient
philosophy, with its influence extending to contemporary Chinese society. In the classic Confucian
work “The Book of Rites,” there is a detailed classification of “bao,” including bao to heaven, bao
to deities, bao to rulers, and bao to family, revealing the religious, interactive, egalitarian, and
object-oriented nature of bao. Similar to the Western concept of reciprocity, bao operates through
three main modes: equal bao, unequal bao, and non-bao. However, it differs from the exchange
nature of reciprocity in the Western sense, as each mode of bao has its own conditions and
scope of applicability. Therefore, this article aims to explore the concept of bao in Confucian
ethics, uncovering its meaning and significance to deepen our understanding of Confucian ethical

thought.
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