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I Abstract |

Formative Research of the Deer Pattern on the Headwear of the Siberian

Arzhan-2 Tzar

Kim, Jaeyoun®

From Arzhan-1, the eastern part of the Scytho-Siberian culture in the 9th century B.C., animal
decorations such as deer, horses, and goats were excavated in addition to the ring-shaped beast
ornaments, However, the main subject of interest was the beast. It is because it is the artifact
excavated from the earliest ruins until today and was excavated after not being identified in Siberia,

Thirty years after the excavation of Arzhan-1, Arzhan-2, from around the 7th century B.C., was
investigated. This investigation revealed that the tomb structure of later Altai Pazyryk culture and
various golden artifacts were already used during this period.

However, there was a significant difference between the tombs of Arzhan-1 and Arzhan-2, which
were the closest in time, such as that the burial subject was above and below ground. Yet, this
paper analyzed the animal decorations of tomb No.5, where the male and female of Arzhan-2 were
buried, and found that the tradition of Arzhan-1 was forgotten. The hat of the people found in the
tomb of Arzhan-2 was decorated with deer and horse patterns in a standing posture, Also, the
ring-shaped beast ornament was decorated on the male sword’s pommel fitting and handle point,

In particular, the standing deer decoration is located at the very top of the hat. This can be
seen as one of the symbolic elements of Arzhan-2. It can be considered a traditional pattern if
this has been continued from Arzhan-1, along with the ring-shaped beast ornament.

In addition, the standing deer, ring-shaped beast, and horse decorations of Arzhan-1 were
found in Siberia and Mongolia’s Bronze Age deer stone culture, It is the deer pattern classified as
Type II deer stones from Novgordova’s classification, The realistic standing deer and ring-shaped
beast patterns from Type II evolved from the abstract deer patterns of Type I from the 13 century
B.C. In other words, most of the earliest animal decorations of Arzhan-1 from the early Scythian

culture were found in the Bronze Age deer stone,

[Keywords] Scytho-Siberian culture, standing deer decoration, ring-shaped beast ornament, Bronze

Age, deer stones
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