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An Examination of King Hungdok s(g#) |
Prohibition ‘of Clothing
——Structural approaches to the Clothing of the Later Silla Dynasty—
by Tong-uk Kim

This essay aims at exémining the King Hungdok's Prohibition of Clothing in order to men-
tally reconstruct the structure of the clothing of the later Silla Dynasty. The original clothing of
Silla people was of Northern Asian style, that is to say, a Byon hat, two-piece Korean suit,
durumagi (overcoat), and leather shoes. It was a simple and light dress. Chinese clothing was
in use as well, although it was worn exclusively by kings and queens and queens and the aris-
tocracy. Common people seem to have stuck to their native clothing. To enumerate some of
the conclusions I have come to through the examination of the relevant partsof the Samguk-
sagi(=@# ) as to the King Hungdok’s Prohibition of Clothing:

1. As for the head-wear, the pokdu was in use for men and the wreath for women:

2. The piled-on hair was women’s hair-style and the top-knot men’s. 3. The coat or jacket
was Chinese-styled. For the underwear long-sleeved or loos-sleeved jogori or chungdan was
worn. But the common pesople wore a long-sleeved jogori (cat) and p’o (overcoat). 4. For
a pair of trousers paji and sang were in use. The paji worn by officials was split in the
back as was in the case of the women’s.

There were two traditons of clothing at the time: one of T ang China, and the other of Korea.
Chinese-styled dress was for the upper-class people and Korean-styled garment for the lowr-
class people. The idea of King Hungdok's Prohibition of Clothing was to restrict the use of
Chinese-made cloth on the one hand and to compell his people to use Korean-made cloth for
their apparel on the other. The prohibition of clothing sprang from King Hungdok' aspiration
to restore his dynasty that had been falling due to the repeated drought disaster and luxurious
living of the aristocracy.

It was eighty years before the fall of Silla Dynasty that the Prohibition of Clothing was first
in force. For all that, King Hungdok failed to revert the relaxation of national discipline. Ne-

vertheless, his Prohibition of Clothing was highly valued by his successors as the model for
expelling luxury.



