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Morphological Characteristics of 18¢k Century Korean
——With Spccial Reference to Lau-ki-daCGE&x)——

by Seung-uk Lee

Eighteenth Centufy Korean belongs to Modern Korean. It was the language of the middle
period of modern age that has the probability to reveal linguistic characteristics.

This paper aims at analyzing morphological characteristics of 18¢h Century Korean by means
of synchronique description and systemizing the relationship between various modes of linguistic
forms of structural opposion and correlative. The purpose of this essay is to lay the foundation
for the study of the_ korean language before the middle ages.

It is fortunate that the 18th century literature that contains data for the study of korean is
stais-factorily enough in both quantity and quality. For the source of the material for my
essay Nogoldae Onhae (Korean Lau-ki-da) Mongd Nogboldae (Mongolian Lau-ki-da), and No-
goldae (Manchu Lau-ki-da) have been chosen. There are four reasons for my. choice. The
first one is that these three books were printed by engraved wood more or less in the same
period, i.e. in the 18tk century, the second one that they expressed the same meaning differ-
ently from each other, the third one that they were written in colloquial style, and the fourth
one that they all have the character of a text suitable for language practice.

Morphological deseription has been used to analyze the characteristic aspects of the language
of this period that are found in the declension or in the conjugation and also to clarify the
mode of its structure and measure the stability of the declension.

To give some of the conclusions to which this essay has come as to the morphological
characteristics of 18¢h Century Korean:

1. Except for the few specific ones, the basic form of denoting the cases in the declension
is not very much different from that of Middle Korean, thus making iteslf somewhat too
remote from Modern Korean. Unlike the traditional usage, basic modes of the language
were subject to various complicated alternative forms. All the cases could be replaced by the
zero-morpheme. The stability of the declension of this period has been measured to be out of
balance.

2. The word-ending of the predicative form of finite verbs was {-ta/-ra}. The grammatical
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functions of {-ta} and {-ra} were not in distinct opposition with each other. They are the forms
which had been changed under a certain phonological condition. As a rule, they could have
prefinal endings denoting tenses. Among the tense-denoters {—as/os—ne—} (—ot, /1 —)is a
good example that shows us the process of change in the tense-forms, as I have demonstrated
in this essay.

3. The ending of finite verbs in the question forms was not different frcm that of Middle
Korean. But the oppnsition relation between types of question forms underwent such a change
as to make us doubt the validity of the then existing system. In other words, the forms {-nen
~ta/-n~ta-l~ta} which had been valid for the declinable words to be question forms came
to be weakened, and the opposition relation of the particles {~ka/-ko} which were used to
make noun question forms is found to exist in the patterns {-nja/-njo} when these patterns
had declinable pre-stems.

It is quite noteworthy that in forming questions with the stem of declinable words, such
patterns as {-n®n~ka} and {-nen~ko} were not only accepted but also widely used.

4. In the case of finite-verb imperative, whether it is the imperative of command, request,
or of wish, its specialization is to be seen in the modes of expressing feelings-value rather than
in the grammatical functions.

If combined together, the above-mentioned, items would be enough to measure the stability -
of the declension or the conjugation of the Korean language of the 18th Century.

The modes or systems of various aspects of 18th Century Korean were not stable in their

position, nor transparent in their condition due to the collapse of the opposition system.
P Y

— 133 —



