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A Textual Criticism of Chao-hsien chiian, Shih chi 115

by Shu-min Wang

Chao-hsien chiian of Shik chi is a brief history of Sino-Korean relations mainly existed
in the northern part of Korea, which territory covered the south-eastern part of the
present China, during one century roughly from 200 B.C. Emphasis is laid upon expe-
ditionary war prompted by the Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty against Chao-hsien
for couple years from 109 B.C.

Being one of the earliest records about ancient Korea Chao-hsien chiian is quite hig-
hly regarded as an important material by students of Korean history, althought it has
considerable importance in the study of foreign policy practiced by the Han China.

This paper is written as a part of this writer’s textual criticism of Shik chi. As pro-
blems of ancient Korea are dealt with in Chao-hsien chiian, the writer tried hard to
refer to materials produced throught Korean side such as the Yi-Dynasty Veritable
Records. Through such reference two important facts are brought to light, that is to
say, the meaning of Chao-hsien and administrative dependency of the four counties to
Yuchou, which may locate the four counties farther north of the Yalu River as some
historians assert.

It is note-worthy that names of the four counties do not appear in Chao-hsien chiian.
The names first appear in Han shu which was written about one century later than
Shik chi. Problem of the four counties still remain to be studied more carefully.

The Emperor Wu enfeoffed a few fellows who regarded meritorious in bringing Chao-
hsien to subjugation under him, and locations of invested fiefs are proved to be in the
northern parts of China without exception through the efforts of later commentators.
The writer believes that this fact also has some significance in the study of ancient
Sino-Korean relations.

Textual variations and corruptions are handled carefully with reference to various
texts, of Shih chi and its commentaries, other books of history, reference books conc-
erned, and results of later studies throughout dynasties. Reference books like 7 ai-p’ ing
yii-lan, Pei-t’ang shu-ch’ao and Chi-tsuen yiian-hai are especially proven to be help-
ful in this study.
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