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Printing Activities in Yi-dynasty and Their Influence
on Japan
by Kozo Tagawa

This article is written with the aim of giving a clear picture of printing activities
in Korea under the Yi-dynasty and their influence on the culture of Japan. Printing
activities are, needless to say, related closely with the culture of the country. The
author describes in chapters 2,3 and 4 various institutions that were put into practice
with the purpose of promoting science under the strong civil administration policy that
the Yi court retained consistently throughout its prevailing period. The author explains
systems of education such ¢s astronomy, medicine, philology, law, mathematics,
astrology, calligraphy, composition of official letters in Chinese, and strategics. The
national academic institutions named Chip-hyon-jon #£® B (later Hong-mun-koan 343 )
and Yoi-mun-koan #3#8 where secular sciences were taught together with Confucian-
ism are also described here. A library was attached to each of these institutions and a
number of books were imported from China to enrich their collections with which to
facilitate scholars and students.

Chapters 5 and 6 relate about the Kyo-syo-koan ###8 and Cyu-cha-so(&=FFr the
press and the type foundry). The author shows here a chronological table of types casi
by orders of the Royal House and the Government, and mentions characteristics of
the types which may well be applied to the chronological identification of undated
publications.

Chapter 7 tells about the influence of Korean printing activities upon Japan. Typo-
graphy of two different provenances was introduced to Japan at almost the same
period during the Toyotomi regime. Chinese characters and Hiragana script were cast
in type for the first time at Amakusa and Nagasaki under the supervision of Jesuit
missionaries, but failed to come into use in the central part of Japan, while the
Korean typography brought to Japan by the army of expedition of Hideyoshi had
resulted in the liberation of printing activities from the monopoly of what is called the
Gozan or Five Temples. Since then, among the literati of the Imperial House, nobility,
warriors, medical men and priests, there appeared gradually those who published their
works in type-printed form. Accordingly, there appeared also publishers, who paved
the way for the flourishing activities of printing in the middle Tokugawa era in
Japan.
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