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The System of the Finals in Sa-
Sung-Tong-Hae (PUEH )

Kang, Shin Hang

1. Introduction

During King Sejong ({53, 1418-1450), the fourth king of the Yi Dynasty, Hung
Wu-Chéng-Yin(EERIF#) was regarded as the most authoratative book for learning
the sounds of Chinese characters. Therefore, the king ordered a group of scholars,
including the outstanding Chinese language expert Shin Sook-Ju(Hif{Ar, 1417—1475),
to translate the book, At that time Chinese was a languag® indispensable in the
Dynasty because of its close relation with China,

Properly speaking, the book- we call Y##-Shu is a kind of the pronunciation
dictionéry which classifies the sounds of the characters in terms of their rhymes.
Because Chinese did not have a phonetic alphabet system, they used the fan-ch‘ieh
method (in which the pronunciation of a character is represented by combining por-
tions of the sounds of two characters) to specify the pronunciation of characters.
Thus, the translation of a Chinese pronunciation book(y#n-shu) by Korean scholars
meant to transcribe, by using the alphabet system called Hun-Min-Chung-Um (FIK
1IE#), the sounds of Chinese characters represented with the famn-ch ‘ieh method.

The group of scholars, led by Shin Sook-Ju, could finish the translation of Hung
Wu~Chéng-Yin after ten years of hard working, which was published with the title
Hong-Mu-Chung-Un Yok-Hun(g#IF#8E3|, The Translation of Hung-Wu-Chéng-
Yin) at the third year of King Danjong (1455), the sixth king of the Dynasty.

The reason that King Sejong considered that the book was the best for learning
the pronunciation of Chinese characters was that it was a standard pronunciation book
completed by the order of Emperor T ‘aifsu of the Ming Dynasty. The system used in
the book consists of 4 tones: p,ing, shang, ch,#, and jux, 31 initials, and 76 finals
(a syllable is first divided into two parts: initial and final; a final is further divided

into 4 parts: medial, (principal) vowel, ending, and tone). Due to the fact that
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most of the editors were from the South and at the time of its publication (the 8th
year of Hung-Wu: 1375) the capital of the Empire was Nan-King, the book contains

the following characteristics in its sound system:

(1) There were only 20 initials left in the northern dialect (the proto-type of mo-
dern Peking dialect) at that time by the loss of voiced plosives, voiced affricates,
and voiced fricatives; but Hung-Wu-Chéng~Yvin contains 31 initials;

(2) The book has the system of four tones by keeping the ju tone, which had already
been lost in the northern dialect, and by collapsing into one the p‘img tone,
which had split into yang (B5) and yin (&) in the dialect;

(3) The characters with -p, -t, —k finals were used indiscriminately by the loss of
the ju tone; but the book set up 10 independent jw rhyme-groups, and combined
them with those ending in -y, -m, and -n;

(4) Except in the case of the ju tone, the book presented a drastic reclassification
of the rhyme-groups into 66 (22 each for p‘ing, shang, and ch‘d) like Chung-
Yian-Yin-Yin(hJEER), following the system of the northern dialect.

Since no modification was made in the sound system characterized above in Homg-
Mu-Chung-Un~ Yok-Hun, its sound system was identical with that of Hung-Wu-
Chung-Yin. In other words, the translated version followed the form, the list and
order of characters, fan-ch‘ieh, and the character interpretations as presented in
the original book; the translators set up 31 initial characters by classifying the first
characters of fan-ch‘iek, and recorded them before each representative character of
hsiao~yin (/N8 i. e., the rhyme-group in which the initial and the final are identi-
cal). And between these two characters the pronunciation of the #Asigo-yin was spe-
cified with the kanmgeul (korean alphabet) together with the set of characters belong-
ing to the same rhyme-group. Furthermore, because the translators knew of the
northern Chinese dialect, colloquial pronunciations were sometimes given with the
hangeul after fanch‘ieh under the representative characters of Asiao-yin.

Following the form of Kuang-Y#n (FE#8), the characters in Hung-Wu-Chéng-
Yiin were organized and edited in separdté volumes in the order of the p‘ing, shang,
ch ‘i, and jﬁ tones. However, since the arrangement of Asiao-y#n within the p‘ing
tone did not follow the order of the 31 initial characters, at first sight the book

looks very unsystematical.




‘ X B =B

For this reason, King Sejong ordered Shin Sook-Ju to revise the translated
versien of Hung-Wu-Chéng-Yin. Omitting the character interpretation and fan-
ch‘ieh part, he arranged the characters in the order of the 31 initials within each of
76 rhyme-groups; and then he listed the characters with the same pronunciation in
the order of the p‘ing, shang, ch‘d, and ju fomes. The sounds of characters were
presented with the kangex! in front of the first character of thg list. This is Sa-
Sung-Tong-Ko (I@EK) published in 1455. Thus, as far as the sound system is
concerned, it is identical with Hung- Wu-Chéng-Yin and its translated version.

Choi Se-Jin(#1{:%), a Chinese interpreter during King. Jungjong, the 11th king of
the Yi Dynasty, was dissatisfied with the fact that Sa-Sumg-Tong-Ko records only
the sounds of Chinese characters’ without their interpretation; he also wanted to
make some changes on the list of characters as well as their pronunciations. Al-
though he followed the form of Sa-Sung-Tong-Ko, he both added and omitted some
characters (thus, this brought about the difference in the list of characters from
Hung-Wu-Chéng-Yin), made some changes in the pronunciations, and supplemented
the interpretation of chatacters based on Ku-Chin-Yin-Hui~Chi-Yao (HSBEEE).
However, generally it observed the pronunciation of characters as presented in Sa-
Sung-Tong-Ko and Hong-Mu-Chung-Un-Yok-Hun, and copied thg: pronunciation
of the latter as the standard sounds, the colloquial pronunciations. as. its colloquial
sounds, and the northern dialectal - variations in the 16th century, which he himself
observed, as its present colloguial sounds.

This is two volumes of Sa—Sung—Tong—Hae completed in the 12th year of King
Jungjong (1517). This book records with the kanmgew! the pronunciation of Chinese
characters extracted from Méng-Ku-Yin-Lieh (FH M) and Ku—Clzz‘n-—Yﬁn—-Hui-

Chi-Yao, besides the standard, colloquial, and present colloquial sounds.

I. The Finals of Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae v

As we have seen in the previous section, since Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae belongs to the
series Hung-Wu-Chéng-Yiin — Hong-Mu~-Chung-Un-Yok-Hun — Sa-Sung-Tong-
Ko — Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae, it has the sound system as the first one in the series:
there are 31 initials and 80 finals in Sa-Swng-Tong-Hae, which are practically

identical with those in Hung-Wu-Cheng-Yiin.
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A final (or rhyme)means the part o‘f a syllable excluding its initial: that is, it
consists of a medial, a principal vowel, an endinig and the tone covering them. In
the present paper, I have dealt with those elements without tone.

The system of the finals in the northern Chinese dialects had undergone a
drastic simplification during the Yza» Dynasty. Kwang-Yin, describing the ancient
Chinese sound system, contains 206 finals: 57 with the p‘ng tone, 55 with the shang
tone, 60 with the ck‘% tone, and 34 with the ju tone. In Chung-Yian-Yin-Yin,
describing the sound system of the northern dialects during the Y#aexz Dynasty, how-
ever, the number of finals decreased to 57 due to the loss of the ju tone: 19 finals
each for the rest (the total number actually amounts to 76, because the p‘ing tone
was split into yiz and yang).

Hung-Wu-Chéng-Yiin contains the system of finals very similar to that of Chung
Yiéan-Yin-Yin: the former reestablished 10 finals with the ju tone, which had
already been lost, and set up 66 finals, that is, 22 each for the p‘img, shang, and
ch‘d tones; and furthermore it synthesized the divided yin and yamg p‘ing tcnes in-
to one. Thus, as far as the system of the finals is concerned, Hung-Wu-Chéng-Yin
had the same system as the northern dialects.

Because the traslators knew of these characteristics in the sound system of Hung
Wu-Chéng-Yin, they could successfully finish the job of transcribing its sound system
with the hangeul, based on the pronunciations described by fam-ch ‘ieh in Hung-Wu-
Chéng-Yiin and the knowledge they had of the northern Chinese dialects. Although
Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae has the same system as Hong-Mu-Chung-Un-Yok-Hun in its
standard and colloquial pronunciations, the former, accepting the loss of the j» tone,
does not include the characters with the j# endings -p, -t, ~k, while the latter con-
tains them.

In the following, I will make a comparison between the list of the p ‘/ng charac-
ters sampled from Hung-Wu-Chéng-Yun and the sound system recorded with the
hangeul:

Abbreviations:
~ J: the list of the finals in Chung-Yiian-Yin-Yiin
T: the sounds in Chung-Yian-Yin-Yin assumed by Tung T ‘ung-Ho (& HE &%)
C: the list of the finals in Hung-Wu-Chéng-Yiin(or Sa—-Sung-Tohg—H ae)
-~ 69—
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S,: the standard pronunciation of Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae

S,: the colloquial prohunciation of Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae

Sy: the so-called present collbquial pronunciation of Sa~Sung-Tong-Hae
The chart comparing kangeu! <alphabets used in Sa-Swmg-Tong-Hae with their
phonetic symbols (in the present paper, phonetic symbols afe substituted for hangeul

alphabets used in Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae)

t a 3 ) a. 0 T u — 1 ] i
L ai ) - ui - 4
¥ ia 3 e ™ iu
¥ ial 4 iai «  dul
W  iuis
4 ua A ue
| uai

Characters with the p‘ing, shang, and ch*d tones:

J T C S, S, S,
WE ug ® ug in (&)
iug iug un(—3)
EE 6] B’ in

ay iig in

uay uin

yon iuin ig, iuy ig, iung
L% ag & an

iag iang

uag uan
EE on an an

s

e an ‘ uan an(&)

. AN

ian " an

uan / ian isn

uan an(—#) |

KR ien % isn

yen - ' iuisn
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*The chén(B) rhyme in Hung-Wu-Chéng~Yin is divided into ckén and wén(3r)
in Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae.

Characters with the ju tone:

I omitted 6(?) from the following chart, which appeared at the j» endings of S,

and S;.
C Y S S, Sy
B _uk u
iuk iu
] ik i
ik ii ai(gr) ai (=)
a(m) a(&)
uik ui ua(gl)
iuik iui i i
2 ak au au
iak iau iau isu
uak uau uau
B uat ue
at Q2
® at a
iat ia
uat ua a(—#)
- 3 iat is
iuiat iuia
%) ut u
it i
iut iu
" it i
& ap a 2
iap ia
I iap is
#B8 ip i
ip i
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*The chin rhyme in Hung-Wu-Chéng-Yin was divided into chih and wu in Sa-Sung-

Tong-H ae.

III. Conclusion

Although the translators of Hung-Wu-Chéng~Yin and Choi Se-Jin were well
aware of the normative characteristic of the book, they included a number of distinc-
tive features from the 15th and 16th century northern Chinese dialects in representing
the pronunciation of the finals in their books. Thus, both Hong-Mu-Chung-Un-Yok-
Hun and Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae contain the sound systems very similar to those of the
Chinese pronunciation books, Y#n-Lieh-I-T ‘ung (8885 558, 1442) and Yidn-Lieh-Hui-
T ‘ung (FRRRFET, 1642), which are claimed to reflect the sound systems of the nor=
thern dialects from the 15th to 17th centuries. Furthermore, the so-called present
colloquial pronunciations (northern dialectal wvariations in the 16th century) in Sa-
Sung-Tong-Hae have the forms similar to those of the present northern Cnhinese
dialects.

Even though the northern Chinese dialects in the 15th and 16th centuries were not
identical with the present ones, Sa~Sung-Tong-Hae, in which the archaic forms
of pronunciations were transcribed with the phonetic symbols called the hangexl,
is regarded as a valuable source in studying the history of the sound system in the
Chinese language. For example, the medieval ~m ending merged with the -n ending in
the present sound system; this fact had already been recorded as a colloquial pronup-
ciation in Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae. Furthermore, the j# -p, -t, -k endings have bezsn
lost in the present sound system, and thus these endings were distributed among the
Dling,shang, and ch‘ié endings in Chiéng-Yuan-Yin~Yin of the 14th century; Sa-
Sung-Tong-Hae also shows this fact be excluding these endings from its standard
pronunciations.

In the present paper, I have tried to show what stage of the sound system in
the history of the Chinese language is reflected by Sa-Sung-Tong-Hae, in which
the sounds of characters were presented with the Aangew!. As the main source of
reference, I have used the first volume of Wang Li’'s Han-Y#-Shih-Kao (EFjHEE
)
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