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(65) 5% RS, BINEIIE—E AN MAOR—, BISSOW, 1927, 2, p 42

(66) M. ool ¥ Folint ¥z Ztdlvh. vha] Kol 44 2217t she AE Aid2de 4 2151
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(70) 4 #, NEEHEY RBE, op. cit., pp. 9—16
(7) Bo¥, BH/UEM EH p 4
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(73) Pean¥, op. cit., p. 2
(74) BEBRR, RES ARMS Hg, BB FH 70, p. 172
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(76) ZEXP:, op. cit., p. 5

(77) of. el fh#hel LEY 4 YA REB, G HHEMA BARME st = MEE, Azmay
BB, op. cit., pp. 13—15

(78) REH, BRE—~AREEES J—, BRYS® % 70, p. 187
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olg}l Shal ek o (FBE) -+ KE FETEE BITAY HAY KM —Fd smslel dewE BR
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(80) ek, MIEK, LR, ob. cit., p. 43

(81) &/\#k, op. cit., p. 180

(82) # o, (EAMM) 2vhA, WEEH, 1926.12.18

(83) EMuif, A% H—MR (H/AMEIE ¥, REAH 1927 2. 15

(84) (shelde WEAAA (T wE) S dAR FRRAA & 3. 4748 (- S Bek= KA. B B W
A Rkl AT ABz & 4 -t
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(83) (fmfg), p. 2
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HEad 47,
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HEg BTy,
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FUHE 24892

2% zgNe
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<EREN A + F~>

o

27k BB BRSS (E) (ex: 1):& 287 ol A3} o] Will (WE) (ex: 2)&, (fh
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(87) Bt@¥, op. c¢it., p. 3
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el BUSL ER BURH RO Bt MBkel #ige 9es FKeld, el A
2 (R o 2AY (MEME)C ohizh (REEy M) o2AY (d)elgsh 2R =
o2 BERY RMESY LEA A2 Bee oo gEdch drld, Aol A¢ FEXE
$qE 919l
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&) BERelt BT BERRE A AT EAEMeIT Stk o el Mg W
F54 BHT Ao FdE T A0 FRER vl Se] Wy 4 ok
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AAV S W B BEAL AR AT Ado® {iEske REN KRl (BTEE
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(89) #E Xk, op. cit., p. 3
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(92) &%, op. cit., p. 84
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Yuk Dang’s Thought and an Aspect
of His Literary Works

——The Succeeding Role of Classical Literature—
Im, Sun-mook

Yuk Dang, Nam-sun Choi(April 26, 1890—October 10, 1957) may be regarded as
a cultural nationalist who had experienced both the enlightenment period started by
the inflowing of Western thoughts, during which double identity was required in
facing the conflicting situation between the new Western thoughts and the country’s
traditional feudalistic social system, and the tragic colonial period, during which
unnecessary sacrifice was forcefully imposed. The fact that he had left a great num-
ber of highly appreciated writings in the fields of literature, education, society, reli-
gion, and history was due to his fortunate chance to come in touch with the wvast
areas of interest during that period.

His cultural nationalism developed with close correlation to the following three po-
ints: (1) the national tradition of the past; (2) the national interest of the present; (3)
the national mission of the future. Although Yuk Dang was sometimes claimed to
have shown an interest in the ideas of foreign origin, it is clear that he tried to
conserve the tradition of the country, escaping from the influence of the Western
civilization. More accurately, his thought had its root in our culture, history, and
religion, and be endeavoured to make the foreign ideas our own. Furthermore, he
made efforts to awake people from ignorance and to make them turn their eyes to
their solidarity and the hardship the country was presently undergoing. Here, we can
find the term ‘Chosenism’ adequately characterizing his cultural nationalism.

Of the three components of Yuk Dang’s nationalism mentioned previously, a
present study mainly deals with the first point. In short, his activities include the
translation of Korean classical literary works through Chosen Kwangmunhoi(1909), the
study of Korean history, the revival movement of traditional Korean poetry(i.e.,
sijo poetry), and creative writing of sijo poems. Thus, these activities can be consi-

dered as a movement to pay the debt we owed to our classical literature and to
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assume its succeeding rolé. Furthermore, the present paper discusses the relation of

these activities to the second and third points as well as to the country’s demands of

the times, based on the role he played in the sijo poetry.

At the first glance, he seemed to stay within non-professional level in some areas of
his interest, but in particular, in the area of sijo poetry he stood as an outstanding
professional. His prominence in this area, however, was not due to his inherent poe-
tic talent but that he had used the sijo poetry as a tool of his Chosenism in enligh-
tening the ignorant. To summarize Yuk Dang’s activities concerned with the sijo
poetry:

(1) through the magazines, Taekan Yuhaksaeng hoi Hakbo(Review of Korean Student
Studying Abroad), Sonyun (The Boy), and Chungchun (The Youth), he not only
introduced old sijo poems and wrote the poems but also encouraged the readers
to write them;

(2) he edited anthologies of the sijo poems such as Kagok Sun (1913)(A Selection of
Songs), Namhun Taepyung Ka (1914), and Sijo Yuchui (1328) (An Anthology
of Sijo Poems);

(3) he published a collection of his poems Packpal Bounnoi (1926) (108 Agonies);

(4) he actively participated iﬁ the discussion of the sijo revival movement through
Chosen Mundan (Korean Literary Circles).

If we regard 1904, accepting his claim, as a year of the publication of his first
sijo poems, this means that modern séijo poetry is as old as a introduction of modern
literature. As the sudden influx of modern literature arose a great confusion in the
literary world, the sijo poetry also had to overcome its transitional period in succee-
ding the tradition of the past.

I would like to make it clear at this point that the traditional Korean poetry pros-
pered during the Yi-Dynasty was founded on the concept of the melody of time, but
its modern form must be defined as the sijo poetry having poetic characteristics.
Yuk Dang’s conceéption of sijo poetry, whose ancient form belonged to a category of
music, showed one facet of the Oriental poetic spirit of culturing minds or perform-
ing political and religious functions, and gradually developed as a notion of national
literature through its connection with the' demands of the times.

The fact that he consider the sijo poems “national poetry, national songs, songs,

— 265 —



40 x o2 *

or folk songs’ proves that his spiritual root was,in the Orient. It seems that he tried
to express the demands of the times through the form of the sijo poetry. By calling
his early day sijo poems Kukpung(national songs), he, as a nationalist, had made
a great contribution to informing people of the importance of our historical reality.
Thus, we cannot ignore elements with educational and cultivating purposes in his
early writings; he used the sijo poetry as an educational tool for building up the
spiritual readiness in facing the needs of the times,

Although in “Kemong”(enlightenment) he showed some liberal Western trend, he
expressed his conservative nationalistic attitude in “Taepaek”, “Hanul”(sky), “Taehwa~
ngjo”, and “Ryong”(dragon) by describing the beautiful fatherland and its history.
Since his writings was generally based on his own experience and extensive reading,
“hero”, “sea”, and “boy” were used as his favorite themes. However, we find two co-
tradictory concepts, i. e., “likeliness” and “unlikeliness”, existing together between
his ethical steadiness toward his success in life revealed in his poems and his usage of
the sijo poetry for enlightening purposes. This fact can also be supported by the
claim that he favored foreign vocabulary in his poems.

Yuk Dang proclaimed for the first time the revival of the sijo poetry in Kagok
Sun(1913). (I believe we have to reconsider the claim that the sijo revival movement
began in 1926). It is unfortunate, however, that the revival proposal was limited to
the area of the old sijo poetry without the encouragement of creative writings, and
was only made by Yuk Dang. It may be excused by the fact that Yuk Dang encou-
raged creative writings to the readers in Chungchun No. 7 (May 1917) and Hyunsang
Munye Jangsun (Prize-won Literary Works System).

His sijo poems in Chungchun not only allowed more space for the description of
scenery but also contained the elements inevitably occurring in the transitional pro-
cess of converting the sijo poetry as the melody of time into the one as a form of
literary works. It is a typical phenomenon that Chungchun included authors’ names,
classificatory scheme, and titles, while Sozyun had contained some elements of tradi-
tional Korean songs “Chang”. .

The work Paekpal Bunnoi occupies a position between the conservatism of Sonyun
and the scenery description of Chungchun. Although at this point we cannot ignore

his repeated self-reproach and direct presentation of his feelings, we have to pay more
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attention to the fact that his Chosenism was being equipped with the form of religious
poetry. In particular, we must not overlook his intimacy with Buddhist thoughts.

The presentation of his Chosenism and Buddhist thoughts with the form of sijo poe-
try eventually brought about some changes in the internal structure of the poetry.
Like other forms of literary works, the sijo poetry also showed the distinctive features
of its times. We might say that Yuk Dang was betraying the tradition in the sense that
he brought in the traditional sijo form into modern times; it is obvious, however,
that the conventional Korean poetry sijo which had once been considered as a form of
music, could survive as a form of literary writings only by his efforts during its
transitional period.

We have to evaluate him not as a talented poet, but as a nationalist with objective
judgement in putting his ideas into action.

To summarize, although he started using the sijo poetry as an enlightening tool,
in view of the political determinism we must consider his works highly in the sen-
ses that he brought about a reform in the old system to express his own thoughts
and to save the national spirit more than he succeeded the tradition. To him, the socie-
ty was not a pleasant place to live in; his experience as an intellectual lived during
the enlightenment period made him believe that the society was moving toward a
certain destined direction.

Yuk Dang’s cultural nationalism failed to bloom as a political nationalism, which
can be easily answered if we consider the political situation in Korea during that
period. We must also take into account the fact that he was a little sensitive to his
success in life. That he chose the life as a literary writer indicates his passive in
political movement. It was a great tragedy that he had to endeavor to overcome the
limitation of his literary life. At the beginning of the 1930’s, there appeared some
changes in his philosophy: when he became a professor at Gungook University in
Manchuria in 1937, he lectured on the theory that Korean and Japanese had the same
ancestors. As an individual, Yuk Dang chose that course of life as a means of survival
in the colonized country. As he defended his deed against the accusation, he had
intentionally chosen the defeatist nationalism to protect the people.

Despite his temporary deviation, however, we must not neglect his life, as a

Chosenist, devoted to guiding the people and preserving our culture. As Chun Won
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Kwang-soo Lee indicated, we have to be satisfied with the fact that he occupies an
important position in our history and literature as well, and further we have to admit
that he must be pitied and respected by the fact that he had no time to enjoy his
youth life. His complicated career shows that he thought his life worth while to live
when he felt rewarded for his sufferings which he had undergone and for his love

which he had shown in communicating with the people as a Chosenist.



