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Inscription and Sarira Containers of Hwang-
Ryong-Sa zm% Temple Pagoda

Hwang, Su-young

Buddhism, introduced into the Korean Peninsula from the North during the latter
half of the 4th century, was spread throughout the Three Kingdoms, Kokuryo, Back-
jae and Silla. They accepted it in sequence and established many a temple in a large
and small scale. This phenomena began in the capital cities of the Three Kingdoms,
spreading to small towns, and people devoted their faith to them. Among Buddhist
temples, Hwang-Ryong-sa Temple located in Kyung-ju, the old capital city of Silla,
was considered as the most important one for its size and historical significance.

‘ Hwang-Ryong-sa Temple was established in the 14th year of King Jin-Heung (553
A.D.) and kept its glory for about 700 years, but was totally burned down during
the Mongolian Invasion in the 25th year of King Ko-Jong (1238 A.D.).

This precious Buddhist temple of Silla was much more famous for the relics
enshrined in sanctuary and the nine-storied wooden pagoda located at the south of the
main hall The size and height never to be seen before in the Korean Peninsula and
the pagoda and Buddhist statue be named as two of the three national treasures of Silla.
Moreover, Sam-Kuk-Yu-Sa(=E{#3) recorded the height of the pagoda by 225 feet,
which was probably one of the highest of those days in the history of Korean Buddhism
as well as in the oriental history.

The wooden pagoda was built in the 14th year of Queen Sun-Duck (645 A.D.), 90
years after the establishment of Hwang-Ryong-Sa Temple in supplication for unification
of the Three Kingdoms at the proposal of High priest Ja-Jang who came back
home from China at that time. For its construction, Abiji was invited from Backjae
and national power was mobilizedin full force in pursuance of loyal order. We still
can see the remnat of the basestones of the pagoda at Ku-Hwang-Dong in Kyung Ju.

In the center, one big piece of natural stone was laid, on which another on eis placed.
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Buddha’s sacred relics(sali), its container and other treasures had been enshrined in
two-storied square hole under the stone for about 1300 years. In December, 1964, these
were plundered by some robbers, who were captured two years later. Quite fortunately,
now are kept these treasures in the National Museum. The writer who took part in
the collection of relic containers of Hwang-Ryong-Sa Temple Pagoda is going to state
it briefly in the present paper with their pictures and figures.

As mentioned above, the pagoda was established in 645 A.D., and remained
untouched untill its reconstruction after more than 200 years in the 12th year of King
Kyung-Moon of Silla (872 A.D.). Looking about the pagoda and the relics, the
King himself ordered a new addition of small stone pagoda and few pieces of sacred
relics to upper and lower parts of the pagoda, Following the king’s order, they kept
in the relic hole the history of the great pagoda, reason for its repair, copper-plates
with the names of officials and monks concerned. Therefore, the items found in 1964
can be classified into two parts, those before the reconstruction and those at the time
of its reconstruction. By the efforts to decipher the inscription on the front and back
of the three copperplates, the meaning of it was made public by the writer on the
occasion of scientific lecture sponsored by the Institute of Oriental Studies of Dan Kook
University.

And it took the writer one year to dispose the remainder which will be explained in
the latter part of this paper. First of all, the inscription is titled Hwang-Ryong-Sa
Chal-Ju Bon-Gi (E8#%Flkk43). The Chal-Ju is the wooden pillar which penetrates
through the center of the wooden pagoda. It shows, in detail, the construction process
of the pagoda proposed by Monk Ja-Jang, and the repair of its inclination by
king’s order after about 200 years during the reign of King Kyung-Moon. The last
part describes a new enshrinement and tells that King Kyung-Moon himself saw the
original sacred relics kept under the pillar with his subjects. The inscription indicates
that there was a stand of gold and silver on which a glass bottle containing sacred
relics was put. Besides, on the back of the three copperplates we can read names of
participants in the pagoda reconstruction. In the first line are shown the Sung-Chon
(4t) of Hwang-Ryong-Sa the official system of the temple. This is an important
fact found for the first time. Also we can read the facts that King’s younger

brother, Kim, Ui Hong, was in charge of the great preject and Monk Hae-Heung,
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was chief of Hwang-Ryong-Sa Temple, and famous monks of the time recorded in
the same plates. In total 56 officials and monks were also recorded with ther titles.
Consequently, total more than 900 letters were deciphered on six sides of the three
plates, which are considered to be new important materials for the further study of
the history of Silla.

The rest was studied under three classification. First, there were a big outer box and a
little inner box made of copper, containing relic container. The outer one was broken
quite a lot, but two of the four sides were repaired, on which two standing statues of
guardians were engraved in low relief. The lid covering the upper side has a big
copper ring in the center. The letters were inscribed on three sides of the inner box,
and the front side has two slidings, one standing statue of a guardian was craved on
the front and back of each of the slidings, thus 4 statues in all. The boxes were
covered with a square board, which has splendid flower designs on the front and back.

The second items include two small stupas: one is an octagonal copper and the
other is of silver, both of which are imperfect. These were newly added during its
reconstruction after the Silla’s unification of tfe Three Kingdoms. The elaborate flower
design was engraved, but they were covered with thick rust. Finally, the third items
are considered to be very old with no certainty of being found in the pagoda yard. They
are a golden box, a silver box, a small square copper box, a small copper tube and
a silver vessel. Seven pieces of sacred relics were kept in a small copper tube. All of
these were classified on the basis of certainty and are supposed to bes found
simultaneously in the Hwang-Ryong-Sa Temple. Thus, we may say that the sacred
relic containers found in the Hwang-Ryong-Sa Temple not only show a great variety
in their kinds but also bears a great sighificance in their quality more thén those found
in other Silla pagodas. Besides, anothe copper tube with some inscription was also fo-
und, but surely it had no connection with the Hwang-Ryong-Sa Temple Pagoda.
Because it was also among the seizured items, it is dealt within the appendix.

In the last part, the present writer expressed his own opinion about the huge piece of
stone covering a square hole in which the relic containers were kept for a long time.
In order to secure the ever-lasting preservation of relic containers which had remained
on the originally-built spot for a long period after the complete burning wup of th

Hwang-Ryong-Sa Temple, this stone was presumed to be moved from some other
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position in the temple area. The stone was assumed to be the siAtting place of Ka-Sup
Buddha in Hwang-Ryong-Sa Temple on the basis of the style and the small hole on
its top Sam-Kuk-Yoo-Sa has some records about this sitting stone that was kept at
the rear of the hall. But it’s also thought to be moved to the center of the pagoda
yard after total destruction of the temple by fire. By doing so, preservation of the
relic containers as well as the sitting stone was assured at the same time.

The writer gave efforts to the collection of valuable relics since 1964, and have been
studying the relic containers for two years since taking up a position in the National
Museum in 1971.

The contents of the present paper is as follows:

1. Introduction

2. Process of collection

3. Inscription

4. Relic container

a. Outer copper box

b. Inner copper box

c. Silver relic stupa d. Octagonal copper relic stupa

e. Three small silver disks f. small copper cover

g. Angle-shaped gold items h. Gold vessel

i. Silver vessel j. Glass beads

k. Small copper tube 1. Small square copper box

m. Round silver vessel n. Flower-shaped items

o. Folower-designed copper piece

p. Copper piece

Appendix: Copper tubeinscribed as the 3rd year of Jung Hwa({§%1)(883. A.D.)

5. Yon-Cha-Suk, (GZEME L4 H) square stone on top of the Sarira Basestone.
Remarks




