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“Tai Fuku's Ten Chieh-chii of Poetry

Cha, Chu-whan

Tai Fu-ku (ca. 1167-1250), Chiang-hu School Poet considerably well-known in the later
part of the Southern Sung Dynasty, domposed ten seven-word chiieh-chii and explicated
various problems of poetry through them. A practice of handling topics of poetry through
sevenword chiieh chii was attempted at first by Tu Fu (712-770) in Hsi wei liu chiieh chii, Six
Chiieh-chii Composed Playfully. Several centuries later Yuan Hao-wen (1190-1257), who was
an outstanding literary figure of the Chin Dynasty and was contemporary with Tai Fu-ku,
wrote thirty pieces of such poems in the year of 1217 when he was twenty-eight. Tai publis-
hed the ten poems sometime in the earlier part of Shao-ting Era (1228-1233) when he partic-
ipated in the seminar of poetry sponsored by Wang Yeh (ca. 1195-1254) then Prefect of Ch-
aowu Pre-fecture, Fukien Province.

Participants of the seminar were four in number, namely Wang Yeh, Li Chia, Yen Yii and
Tai Fu-ku. Wang Yeh was a beloved student of Chen Teh-hsiu (1178-1235) who was an influ-
encial scholar of Neo-Confucianism formulated through the efforts of Chu Hsi (1130-1200),
and was also known as a man of poetry and caligraphy. Little is known about Li Chia except
that he was a poet of the Chiang-hu School. Yen Yii (ca. 1190-1264) famous author of Ts’ang-
lang shih-hua, was a native of Chao-wu and admirer of the Sheng-T’ang period poetry center-
ing to the poetry of Li Po and Tu Fu. Yen Yii applied the method of approach to the Zen Bud-
hism to the way of poetic study.

Through the ten poems Tai Fu-ku mainly tried to reveal the way of producing ideal poetry.
It seems that he attempted to accept the Neo-Confucian theory of poetry possibly emphasiz-
ed by Wang Yeh and Zen Buddhistic approach to the poetry maintained by Yen Yii. Never-
theless, he could not free himself from his adherence to the methodology of poetry worked
out by the Chiang-hsi School and retouched by the Ssu-ling School.
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