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I Abstract |

Assumptions on the Form of the Baengnagwan from the Kingdom of Goguryeo

Jung, Wanjin*

[ have attempted to identify the forms of the Baengnagwan (a white silk hat worn by the kings
of Goguryeo) from the Kingdom of Goguryeo by researching the historical literature and mural
paintings of both Goguryeo and China. By analyzing these historical records, I can infer that the
Baengnagwan did not take after the Muguan (a type of military hat) used in China but was a
conical hat, which was apparently similar to the Cheongnagwan (a blue silk hat), the Biragwan (a
red silk hat) and the Sogol (a purple silk hat). By analyzing the mural paintings of the Kingdom of
Goguryeo, [ have identified that the Sogol was a conical hat with a high and wide moryun (a
bottom part surrounding the central part of the hat, moche) and the moryun was made from jara
(purple silk). By analyzing the hats worn by the Goguryeo envoys showing on the mural paintings
of China, I can assume that both the Cheongnagwan and Biragwan were equipped with a blue

moryun and a red moryun respectively, and had a higher moryun but smaller moche than the Sogol.

Lastly, I have inferred the form of Baengnagwan through that of the Cheongnagwan and the
Biragwan, the Baengnagwan was assumed to be a small conical hat, with a high and wide white silk
moryun, a low moche hidden in the moryun, and strings tied under the chin. However, the
Baengnagwan was distinguished from the other two hats in that the former was made from white
silk and decorated with gold while the latter two were made from blue and red silk and decorated
with gold and silver. In addition, the form and materials of bird feather ornaments also made the

Baengnagwan differ from the other two.
Though there remain limitations because of the limited historical evidence, this research is

significant in that it lays the foundation for re-enacting the Baengnagwan based on historical facts.

[Key Words] Baengnagwan (a white silk hat worn by the kings of Goguryeo), Muguan (a type of military
hat), Cheongnagwan (a blue silk hat), Biragwan (a red silk hat). Sogol (a purple silk hat).

* Visiting scholar, Seoul National University Museum
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