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I Abstract |

The Bronze Age Cultures of the Liaoxi Region and the

Transition to Complex Society

Kim, Jung-ryol*

The transition to the Bronze Age in the Liaoxi region took place at around 2000 BCE. From this
time onwards, until the 4"century BCE, the Liaoxi region witnessed the emergence and
development of various Bronze Age cultures such as the Lower Xiajiadian Culture, Weiyingzi
Culture, Upper Xiajiadian Culture, and Shiertaiyingzi Culture, Human civilization experienced a
great leap forward with the beginning of the Bronze Age, which brought about an increase in
production and, concomitantly, the division of labor, social stratification and the development of
polities. It can therefore be expected that the Bronze Age in the Liaoxi region was also
accompanied by a fundamental change in social structure,

As the Bronze Age cultures of this region were also directly involved in the establishment and
development of the Bronze Age cultures of the Korean Peninsula, they may also shed light on the
issue of Gojoseon state formation and development. Due to these reasons, the Korean academic
community has been greatly interested in the early civilization of the Liaoxi region. However, the
development of the Bronze Age cultures and their paths towards social complexity have not been
examined in detail from a diachronic perspective. This is, above all, due to the uneven nature of
the archaeological material. While much research has been carried out on the settlement and
other associated sites of the Lower Xiajiadian Culture, the understanding of the other Bronze Age
cultures of the Liaoxi region has been limited to typological studies carried out on the their
representative artifacts, The lack of continuity between the Bronze Age cultures of the Liaoxi
region and the paucity of excavated material has thus become an obstacle in achieving a
diachronic and consistent understanding of the emergence of social complexity in the region.

Recently, however, the amount of archaeological excavated material from the Liaoxi region has
increased rapidly, This will no doubt facilitate an in depth understanding of the Bronze Age

societies of the region. The systematic field surveys carried out over a wide area will, in

* Researcher, Northeast Asian History Foundation
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particular, be of great help in achieving a broad insight into the process of social development in
the region. The focus of this article, therefore, will be to examine, diachronically, the emergence
and development of social complexity in the Liaoxi region based on an examination of the

Bronze Age material culture,

[Key Words] Liaoxi, Bronze Age, Complex Society, Polity, Lower Xiajiadian Culture, Weiyingzi

Culture, Upper Xiajiadian Culture, Shiertaiyingzi Culture
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