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I Abstract |

Koguryo's External Relations and North Asian Nomadic Nation

Noh, Taedon*

Koguryo maintained a close relationship with North Asia’s nomadic nations throughout its
history. Unfortunately there are not many materials left that show the relations between the two.
However studies on it can lead to a substantial understanding of Koguryo's external relations and
reduce the problems that can occur when solely relying on Chinese materials, As seen in the case
of year 607, when the Sui Emperor Yang-ti(fg %&7%) - Ki-min Kagan(ZEn[iT) - Koguryo's envoys
met at the royal tentGfiE) of Turk(Zgh%)’s Ki-min Kagan, Koguryo constantly sought for forces
from nomadic nations that could hold China in check, Although this did not turn in to a great
success, their long term relations ultimately contributed to making these efforts pay off, The
credential that Baekje(F#%) sent to the Northern Wei Dynaty(JtZ}) in 472 implies that the
neighbouring states were aware of the alliance between Koguryo and Jou-Jan Nomadic Empire(3
#R). During the 5~6th century when the balance of power was maintained between the powerful
the Northern Wei Dynaty and its neighboring states, it seems that Koguryo strived to establish its
own independent influence on the Korean peninsula and Manchu region and to maintain
pluralistic international circumstances through repressing the Northern Wei Dynaty. Meanwhile,
BOkli(=Mokli, 3f#JEE), which appeared in the epitaph of the Second Empire of Turk's Bilge
Kagan(BfiiimJiF), Kul Tigin(FEfE)) serves as an indicator that Koguryo reacted sensitively to Turk
that newly emerged in the early 6th century and conquered the Jou-Jan Nomadic Empire, which
maintained positive relations with Koguryo, Although Koguryo and Turks relations were
contentious in the beginning, they gradually turned into a positive relations in accordance with an
emergence of unified dynasty Sui(fg) in China, The relations with North Asia’s nomadic nations
prevented Koguryo people’s perception from unilaterally leaning toward China and helped them
be conscious of their own nations’ location and identity, Moreover, through this fact people in the

modern period may reconsider the problems of the articles presented in China’s history books,

* Professor Emeritus, Seoul National University
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