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I Abstract |

On the Study of the Pedestals of the Buddha Statues of the North and
South Xiangtangshan Caves in the Northern Qi Dynasty(1)

Lee, Haiju*

This paper focuses on the pedestals of Buddha statues, which, despite being the prerequisite
element that constitutes a Buddha statue, did not receive the attention it deserved, It is an
introductory type discussion that examines pedestals of Buddha statues and, through such
examination, approaches the nature of culture that helped to create them, thus stressing the need
for diverse ways of looking at Buddha statues. The study was conducted on a total of 171
pedestals inside the 10 caves of the North and South Xiangtangshan Caves, which consisted of the
pedestals of 76 large statues residing in the innermost space and pedestals of 95 small statues
residing in the space made on the inner/outside walls, In Chapter 2, the types of pedestals were
categorized and analyzed. In order to study diversity of the types of pedestals, the kinds of styles
used with addition of decorative elements, and the relationship that existed between the pedestals
in the North Xiangtangshan caves, which was built first, and the pedestals in the South
Xiangtangshan caves, which was built later, the shape of flat side, the method of combining the
styles of early/middle/later period, the presence of lotus flower pattern, an the location and the
number of support were used as a standard criteria and, moreover, the focus was in general
placed on identifying overall structure and type of the pedestals. In chapter 3, based on the result
of such analysis, the characteristics of the pedestals of the Xiangtangshan caves were studied.
First, the share of round pedestals was higher than directional pedestal. Flat surface division gives
more visual stability than directional shape and covers greater range of vision, making more
surfaces to decorate available and, therefore, decoration becomes be more effective, Second,
there is a more variety of number, types and locations in the round shape pedestals’ support,
This is probably due to an attempt to amplify the grandeur of the buddha, which is mostly in
sitting position, in a cave room with limited physical area, Third, diverse cultural elements exists

in the atlas that support the upper structure and lotus flower pattern that belongs to the genus of

* Lecturer, Dankook University
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Nymphaea, etc. The results suggested and confirmed another possibility for discussing Buddha
statue. Although research on analysis of volume, posture and clothes wearing pattern is
important, it is not the only way of understanding Buddha statue and, therefore, it is necessary to

broaden the horizon of looking at Buddha statue.

[Key Words] Xiangtangshan Caves, the pedestals of Buddha statues, the atlas, lotus flower belongs

to the genus of Nymphaea, diverse cultural elements
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