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I Abstract |

The Role of Choson Interpreter by the Perspectives of East Asian Cultural

Interaction: The Study of Kim Chi-nam’s Activities

Lok-yin Law*

Recently, history of the interaction between Qing and ChosOn was flourishing in the field of
East Asian cultural interaction because of the publication of Yodnhaengrok providing a lot of
valuable historical sources. Scholars in East Asia can utilize the sources by the new perspectives
to farther more information to solve the pervious limitation in the academia. Besides the leaders
of YOnhaengsa, the contribution on the interaction between China and Korea of the mission
members, such as Yokkwan (Official Interpreters), cannot be ignored,

This article aims to study on the case of Kim Chi-nam(1654~1718) to identify how his works
influenced the relationships between Qing China and ChosOn Korea, He was appointed as the
accompanying interpreter for the Mukedeng(1664~1735) mission of demarcation in the border
between ChosOn and Qing. In this duty, he was assigned to deal with the decision of the border
with the Chinese officers. He was also demanded by the leaders of Yonhaengsa to collect some
precious books during his duty in China. He also translated those books in Hangul to help the local
officers to read it. Since he was promoted to be the head of ministry of interpretation because of
his good records of the duty, he started to collect the information for the interpreters for editing
Tongmunkwanchi to help all of us to understand the details of the interaction between Qing and
ChosOn. It can be found that, Kim Chi-nam was the good case to understand how Interpreters were
significant for the historical relationships between China and Korea in Qing period.

Therefore, this article will try to investigate the documents which has already published or
unpublished Chinese and Korean documents, such as 7ongmunkwanchi, YoOkkwansangon
diingrok, Pukchongrok, SinchOnchasapang----etc, to grasp the knowledge about the role of Kim
Chi-nam and other ChosOn interpreters in the Kangxi period by the theory of translation studies

and East Asian cultural interaction to re-understand the agent role of ChosOn interpreters,

[Key Words] Kim Chi-nam, Chos0n interpreters, YOnhaengsa, Qing and ChosOn Relations

* Ph.D, Program, Division of Chinese, Nanyang Technological University / Researcher, Jao Tsung-I Petite Ecole,
University of Hong Kong
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