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I Abstract |

The Character of a Diplomatic Ritual Appeared in Joseon Dynasty

Kim, Moonsik*

This paper is to research the national status of three East Asian nations by studying the distinct
feature of Joseon Dynasty’s diplomatic ritual, I consider the character appeared in the process of
the three East Asian nations exchanging the diplomatic documents and the protocol of treating
envoys, So I can find the distinct feature of Joseon Dynasty’s diplomatic ritual as this,

A Chinese emperor and a king of Joseon were on the relationship between the ruler and the
ruled exhaustively, The king should perform the ceremony of the ruled’s when he sent a
diplomatic document to a Chinese emperor, Treating envoys, the Chinese minister of the Office
of Protocol and Joseon’s envoy were on the relationship between the ruler and the ruled. But
when a king of Joseon treated a Chinese envoy, the king and the envoy were on the same status,

The status of a Joseon envoy in China was more downgraded in the Ching Dynasty than in the
Ming Dynasty. When a Chinese government official arranged a banquet, a Joseon envoy should
go to the Office of Protocol and receive fewer drinking cups after performing harder ceremony to
a Chinese emperor in the Ching Dynasty, Receiving a Chinese emperor's prize, the envoy
received the prize on the front of the Imperial Palace’s gate not in the Palace,

A king of Joseon and a Shogun were on the same status, They sent an envoys and exchanged
diplomatic documents each other, their envoys performed the ceremony of the ruled’s to the king
or the Shogun, The protocols of treating Japanese envoy and Joseon's envoy were equal too, In
Japan, a Joseon envoy and the Lord of Daemado and a Shogun’s bureaucrat were on the same
status, A Japanese envoy could be given a same reception in Joseon too,

During the former and the latter half of Joseon Dynasty, the protocols to treat a Japanese
envoy were different. The Lord of Daemado sent an envoy and the envoy could meet an
Dongnae Magistrate but he couldn’t meet a king of Joseon during the latter half, During the
former half of Joseon Dynasty, the Joseon’s minister of the Office of Protocol and a Japanese

envoy were on the same status, but during the latter half the status of an Dongnae Magistrate and

* Professor, Dept. of History, Dankook University
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a Japanese envoy were equal.
As a emperor of Japan was reinstated in 1864, there happened a big change on the status of
three East Asian nations, After the emperor of Korean Empire came on the scene in 1897, the two

emperors could be on the same status.

[Key Words] diplomatic ritual, diplomatic document, king of Joseon, Chinese emperor, Shogun
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