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I Abstract |

Baikbum KimKoo's Dream for Building an

Autonomic Independent Unified Nation and for the World Peace

Han, Seejun®

Baikbum was a great leader who lived through the Japanese empire’s aggression and colonial
rule and the crisis of national and territorial division after the liberation, and who attempted to
resolve the urgent national problems. His activities had goals: the first was to regain the territory
and the sovereignty stolen by the Japanese empire and build a autonomic independent nation,
and the second was to foil the national division and found a unified nation. He also had another
goal to found a civilized nation and serve for the world peace.

Baikbum, developing the independent movement centering around the provisional government
of Republic of Korea, tried to build an autonomic independent nation. The autonomic
independent nation that he tried to build meant a nation governed by our own people without
any foreign interference, When he learned that the US and the UK in 1943 agreed to resolve the
matter of Korea within international joint supervision, and when he learned that the Moscow
Conference of 3 Foreign Ministers in 1945 decided the trusteeship over Korea, he held opposition
movement, It was because the international joint supervision and the trusteeship meant another
interference of foreign powers succeeding the Japanese empire.

As Baikbum experienced the territorial and national division, he tried to establish a unified
nation, As the Soviet army and the US army separately occupied the Korean peninsula by the 38"
parallel, and as Syngman Rhee propelled the South to establishing separate government, Korea
faced the crisis of the territorial and national division. Baikbum in this situation tried to found a
unified nation., He thought that if the South established a separate government, the North would
do so as well; and then the nation would be divided. He believed that the result of the division
would be a nationally disastrous war regardless of our nation’s own will, as the two would
become the informants of the Soviet and the US.

Baikbum proposed the way for founding a unified nation: the pullout of armies of the Soviet

* Professor, History Department, Dankook University
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and the US — the South and North key-figure meeting — the South and North unified general
election — the establishment of a unified government, Baikbum, with Kim Gyushik, propelled it,
and proposed it to the UN committee, And then, he sent Kim Ilsung and Kim Dubong letters
suggesting the South and North key-figure meeting to discuss the matter, April of 1948, he went
to Pyeongyang, held the South-North negotiation, and achieved an agreement for the way and the
steps to establish a unified democratic government: the pullout of armies of the Soviet and the US
— the convocation of All-Joseon Political Meeting — building a provisional government —
founding a unified legislature — founding a unified democratic government, However, as the
South and the North separately established governments, it could not be realized.

Baikbum had a dream for building a civilized nation and for world peace. Baikbum's dream
was “all people in the world living together without you-me discrimination™ building a country all
people in the world can live peacefully. The way was to build a autonomic independent nation
without any foreign interference, to build a nation confirming people’s liberty in order to create
high-level culture, and for each people to build a civilized nation with its best culture, It was
Baikbum’s dream that each people would build a civilized nation and help each other, and that

all people on the earth could experience peace and happiness within the world peace.

[Key Words] KimKoo, provisional government of Republic of Korea, autonomic independent nation,

trusteeship, unified nation, south-north negotiation, civilized nation, world peace
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