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I Abstract |

Raw Materials of Paper and the Production of

Mixed Papers in the Early Joseon Dynasty

Park, Junho*

This paper studies raw materials used for the production of paper and their relation to paper
demand in the early Joseon dynasty. Paper demand in early Joseon dynasty increased dramatically
due to several factors. Jinheon-ji, a paper tribute to Ming Dynasty, and Chaek-ji, paper used for
book publishing, were two major causes,

The demand for Jinheon-ji increased dramatically during the reigns of King Taejong
(r.1400~1418) and King Sejong(r.1418~1450). The Joseon dynasty allocated the amount of paper
each province needed to produce, however, this amount tended to exceed each province’s
production ability. Also, the demand for Chaek~i was much higher than for Jinheon-i Even
though the relative low quality of Chaek-ji compared to Jinheon-ji was acceptable, the demand of
it highly surpassed the demand of other papers.

Increasing the quantity of paper inevitably caused the hardships for people in the Joseon
dynasty. During this time, they tried to find a way to increase the supply of paper while reducing
negative influence on people. The production of mixed papers through the diverse use of raw
materials was one of the solutions,

King Sejong considered several possibilities to expand the supply of paper through Jjojiso
(Office of paper manufacturing); he also paid close attention to the raw materials used for making
Chaek~ji. During the 1420s, King Sejong took into account the possibility of diversifying raw
materials used for paper production and made ordained several trials of books published using
various materials such as bamboo leaves, pine tree leaves, and rice straws.

The diversity of paper raw materials can be found in Jjachitonggam hunui(an explanatory book
on Jjachitonggam), which was published in 1434. Mixed paper made from rice straws and
mulberry trees in five to one ratios was used there. Joseon dynasty consistently investigated

several ways to make different mixed papers in an effort to expand production power and ease

* Curator, National Hangeul Museum
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the burden of the people. In the 1450s, the dynasty allowed each province to make their own
mixed papers for Chaek-ji based on customs of the region to fulfill the demand. The production
of Japcho+i(a type of paper made of weeds) during King Sejo’s reign was the lowest quality

paper produced until that time, and can be seen as the peak of their efforts to produce mixed

paper.
[Key Words] Raw materials of Paper(X &, #tkD, Mixed Papers(8l|&A], El&#L), a paper tribute to

Ming Dynasty(Z3A], #EMK), paper used for book publishing(FA], ), a type of
paper made of weeds(Ft2A], HE#H), Korean paper(§HA], ##f), paper(Fo], #%)
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