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I Abstract |

Investigation on Characteristics of Burial System and

Funeral Customs of Gaotaishan Culture

— Focusing on Comparison with Xiajiadian-xiaceng Culture —

Oh, Daeyang*

This study compared the characteristics of burial systems and funeral customs of Gaotaishan
Culture with Xiajiadian-xiaceng Culture and investigated correlations between the two cultures and

significance of their cultural exchange. Major findings are summarized as follows.

Burial system of Gaotaishan culture is largely classified into pit tomb, wooden coffin tomb,
stone-coffin tomb, and jar-coffin tomb, among which pit tomb was most popularly used. As for
burial methods, main, Burial method was to lay the single crouching body on its side, but few
bodies were found with their face down and few male and female bodies were found together in
a single grave. Seeing the relics by individual tomb, there were some differences according to the
burial application method by region. In Fuxin region, tombs with the crouching body buried on
its side and buried the body laying straight on the back were found in balanced ratio, which is
similar to Xiajiadian-xiaceng Culture, On the other hand, in other regions, burial method to lay
the crouching body on its side overwhelmingly preferred to other burial methods.

Also in Fuxin, there were differences in the direction of the face of the body and the types of
grave goods according to the sex of the body, Some were buried with earthen wares and animals
bones together by installing alcoves. All of those show the combined patterns of funeral customs
of the two cultures, from which intertribal union is also suspected through marriage beyond
simple cultural exchange. For the evidences of such assumption, analysis results of human bones
found in Dai Hai culture and Jielihua culture can be utilized,

From the above mentioned, it seems that some of the residents of Xiajiadian-xiaceng Culture in
late era of the culture moved to Fuxin and lived together with the residents of Gaotaishan culture,

Such trend continued until Weiyingzi culture emerged in the third phase of Pingdingshan relics,

* Non-tenure Track Assistant Professor, Dankook University
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from which it is assumed that the vestiges of Xiajiadian-xiaceng Culture sustained till relatively
long in Fuxin. In sum, the similarities and exchange patterns between two cultures centering
around Fuxin region were based on the inflow of resident groups through marriage, etc. After the
extinction of Xiajiadian-xiaceng Culture, those who sustained Xiajiadian-xiaceng Culture by living
together with Gaotaishan culture in Fuxin were gradually spread to Dalinghe basin, and took the

partial role in forming Weiyingzi culture,

[Key Words] Gaotaishan culture, Xiajiadian-xiaceng Culture, Weiyingzi culture, Fuxin region, Daihai

relics, Dadianzi relics
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