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I Abstract |

A Study on Japanese Scenario Writers' Activities of Colonial Joseon in the 1940s

Ham, Chungbeom*

This paper reveals empirically how Japanese scenario writers worked under a specific historical
background in Joseon in the 1940s. As I researched signification and characteristic about them in
terms of film history, I found meaningful results, First, films written by Japanese scenario writers
increased in colonial Joseon film industry since the 1940s. Especially, they handled most of
feature films’ scripts after film production and distribution in Joseon were merged, This tendency
was made under a certain historical background; the Sino-Japanese War was protracted and
extended to the Pacific War which brought about implementation of war basis and reinforcement
of mobilization. Second, remarkable Japanese scenario writers appeared in Joseon film industry at
this period. They not only professionally wrote scenarios but also worked as film critics or
veteran in other art fields. Also, they took part in various kinds of activities related with films
except for writing. They worked for planning or producing films from film production company,
worked for promoting cultural exchange between Joseon and Japan, or worked at media, Third,
in terms of scenario writing, Japanese writers exposed their identities and strengthened their
positions by keeping their own characteristics appeared in films, These scenarios reflected
colonial policy made by Japan and distinct characteristics of colonial Joseon. It made difference

and similarity between contemporary Japanese films and former Joseon films.

[Key Words] the 1940s, Japanese scenario writers, Colonial Joseon Film Industry, Joseon Cinema,

Korean Cinema History

* Research Professor, Hanyang University
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