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| Abstract |

The Origin of Korean Buddist Pagoda Reliefs

Park, Kyeongshik*

Korean pagodas, the various sculpted ornaments on the stereobates and the lower story stone
bodies in particular, have been an appealing subject from early on, However, studies on pagoda
ornaments were conducted mostly through comparisons with Chinese stupas, and the most basic
question on the origins of the sculpted ornaments found on Korean pagodas has not been
answered, Buddhist pagodas are originated from India, and the decorations are also derived from
Gandhara and India. All the stone bodies of the stupas in Dharmarajika, Mohra Moradu and Jaulian
ruins in Gandhara have images of Buddha sculpted on them, and the stone bodies of the stupas in
Caves 19 and 26 in Ajanta Caves in India are covered with sculpted images of Buddha, Bodhisattvas
and celestial nymphs. Such decorative sculptures prove that the origin of the sculpted ornaments
can be traced back to Gandhara and India, Furthermore, the sculpted ornaments for stupas, those
which were originated from Gandhara and India, or their vestiges are found in the stupas in Rawak
ruins in Khotan, the Mor stupa in Kashgar and the stupas in the Gaochang and Jiaohe ruins in
Turfan, Thus, the sculpted ornaments for stupas were spread through the Silk Road, and are found
even on stupas in Yungang Grottoes in China. The stupas in Yungang Grottoes have sculpted
images of Buddha in all stories to prove the proliferation of the stupa ornaments. Similar ornaments
are found also in small stupas built during the Northern Wei period. The sculpted ornaments
transmitted to Chinese stupas in Northern Wei period had become more diversified as they were
introduced to Korean stupas during the period of Unified Silla, During the period of Unified Silla,
the types of the sculpted ornaments were expanded from one —images of Buddha, to ten while the
placement of the sculpted ornaments were concentrated on the stereobates and the lower story
stone bodies of stupas. Thus, the sculpted ornaments for stupas appeared first in Gandhara and
India, the cradles of Buddhist art, were transmitted to Yungang Grottoes in China, and then, to

ancient Korea to enjoy its full bloom in Unified Silla —the ‘state of stone pagodas.’

[Key Words] Gandhara, Dharmarajika stupa, Mohra Moradu stupa, Jaulian stupa, Ajanta Caves, the

Silk Road, Rawak ruins, the Mor stupa, Gaochang and Jiaohe ruins, Yungang Grottoes,
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