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I Abstract |

An Essay on Emperor Qianlong’s Project of the Garden of Eternal Spring

Lee, Eunsang*

The Qing China Emperor Qianlong ruled was a multiracial nation, The matter of how to
integrate harmoniously many ethnic groups with different languages and cultures into one was a
very prominent question in the mind of Emperor Qianlong who had to govern a multiracial
nation as a Manchu ruler. There were many cultural phenomenon which visualized his effort to
construct “harmonious China” by means of integrating many racial minorities into one, Emperor
Qianlong’s construction of the Garden of Eternal Spring can be understood in the same vein,

Most of buildings constructed in the Garden of Eternal Spring were the replications of
captivating and beautiful gardens in the region of Jiangnan Emperor Qianlong saw during his
southern tours. Emperor Qianlong toured many famous gardens in the region of Jiangnan,
Emperor Qianlong accompanied by artisans and painters during his southern tours and made
them to reproduce gardens he liked in the Garden of Eternal Spring. He also built Western
Multistoried Buildings by the help of Jesuits.

The Garden of Eternal Spring was a microcosm of vast Qing Empire he ruled. The Garden of
Eternal Spring was a miniature garden representing the world under heaven. The famous gardens
in the region of Jiangnan which were reproduced in the Garden of Eternal Spring would be taken
as cultural symbols representing the region of Jiangnan within the sphere of his influence. Ruler
can announce his control of the regions by means of collecting cultural symbols representing

regions of the world under his influence and assembling them on the center.

[Key Words] Qing China, multiracial nation, Emperor Qianlong, garden, The Garden of Eternal

Spring, Western Multistoried Building, universal empire

* Researcher, King Sejong The Great Memorial Society
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