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Independence Activist Jang Hyeong's Dan’gun Nationalism

and the Spirit of College Foundation

Park, Sungsoon*

After liberation from Japanese imperialism in 1945, many colleges were erected with the names
such as Kookmin, Dankook, Gukhak, Konkuk, Dongguk, Hongik, Shinheung etc. which
contained dreams to build a new nation-state. Especially many of these colleges were erected by
independence activists.

Those were Dankook and Hongik that expressed ‘Hongik-inggan’ as the spirit of college
foundation of all colleges at that time. The two colleges were also erected by independence
activists, Dankook’s founder Jang Hyeong(1889~1964) whose nickname was Beom Jeong had
taken activities with Kim Koo who was the president of Korean Provisional Government under
Japanese rule particularly from the period of independence movement through after liberation,
They said that Jang Hyeong was a successor of Kim Koo's political idea, Therefore Jang Hyeong's
spirit of college foundation is a good case to examine the stance and intention of nationalist
group after liberation in 1945,

The core for right succession of traditional culture is deeply connected with a view of the
world watching the world and the humankind, Jang Hyeong’s Dan’gun nationalism has the
meaning that tried to solve the tasks of the settlement of democracy and the establishment of a
unified nation-state different from IIminjueui(Ilminism) that advocated dictatorship and thought
oppression, Jang Hyeong's Dan’gun nationalism is a good case to show that only when traditional
thought get along with the historical spirit of the current properly would have the highest ideal

meanings of history,

[Key Words] Jang Hyeong, Dan'gun nationalism, Settlement of democracy, Establishment of a unified

nation-state, Tradition and the historical spirit of the current

* Associate Professor, Dankook University
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