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Fiction and Humanistic Imagination

Hae Yi Soo
(Novelist, Korea)

1. Marginalized two fields

Recently, it seems that human science comes to a crisis in Korea. Also,
fiction is likely to fall into critical moment in the plunged literary book
market. Once humane studies had a honourable status of academia, and
fiction had the period of prosperity as a powerful genre in the literature.

Coincidently, the three advisors who helped me write a story kept a strong
attitude of the humanities. Professor, Song, Ha-sup, my advisor of bachelor
degree, who led me to creative writing always put the priority of wide
reading and abundant production. He often emphasized a composition ability
so that I could make a form of my style after trial and errors. The writers who

were once his students are usually reputed to be a flowery stylist.
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However, Na-ro, one of great novelists in Korea said that humanistic
knowledge was really important for a writer. He even had a passion to study
the ancient Chinese philosophy and Greek philosophy with his young
students. He insisted on the novelist who doesn’t have humanistic
imagination will fall into the workingman who just write a sentence. It was a
great opportunity to realize that thoughts which inspires a novelist was
necessary.

After acquiring a composition ability and realizing the importance of
humanistic imagination, I could open the eyes crossing over two different
fields between writing and human science with the help of novelist, Kang,
Hong-gu. When I found difficulty in drawing out the source of the
humanities, he usually gave me a kind advice. Novelist, Kang had a strong
academic attitude and strict moral, but he could not keep writing his novel.
This is because his abstract works was too serious to appeal the reader.
Consequently, although writers have valuable humanistic knowledge, they
would encounter to fail if they did not have a skill to appeal the reader
effectively. I often suffer from the same problem, too.

It might be outdated to discuss about ‘novel’ and ‘human science’ in
today’s market economy. As these areas are not really welcomed by the
general public compared to the mass media which has instant entertainment
and the utility of practical sciences. However, I would like to discuss in the
paper about what value can be gained when novels are based on human
science. It is not a new and special opinion but a recollection of my three

teachers’ teachings.
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2. Human science which makes the depth, breadth and
height of novel strong

First of all, T am sure that novels can be more profound and strong in
taking deep root in human science. The profundity of a novel can have
diverse analyses by critical aspects but in this paper, profundity means the
work’s durability which never changed by caprices of readers or with time.
So it is not a literature for consumption but productive literature and not a
momentary literature but literature, which wish to have permanency.

The value of novels can not define in a way as it have different opinions
depends on an era and place. However, there will be not much objection that
universality and truth are the standards of a masterpiece. In other words, a
profound novel normally focuses on true value of human being and the
meaning of life. This is the point of intersection, which novels and human
science can happily meet.

Generally, literature is considered as one of barometers of cultural stratum.
Also, a nations’s spiritual deepness is often measured by human science. As a
result, the more we involved in inner human science the higher literature
stratum we will get. It will be more easily understanded if we know that the

oriental literary climate merge thoughts and composition.

Secondly, novels can build much more wider spectrum when it embraces
human science. When novels include the knowledge and speculation of
history, philosophy, religion, psychology and sociology, it will gain more
various sights. And with the various sights, novels exceed the limit of private
record by a person. It extends the meaning of text and focuses on human
being with depth lighting.

For that, a novelist is required to have a synthetic sight including the part,

which might pass over by a specialist of specific area of human science.

_m_
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Problems of reality generally happen by complicated reasons, so in order to
solve these problems, compositive and various sights are needed rather than
unilinear and shortsighted approach. A novel is suitable genre to contain
complicated problems of reality, so the skills by which the problems of
reality can be melted and synthesized is required. And for the skills, the
knowledge of human science is used as an excellent tool.

Like I said, if novelists can use the knowledge of human science flexibly,
they can create different lever of work. Also, their work can improve the
general public awareness through sufficiency of readers’ thirsty of

knowledge and sharing feelings and touching story.

Finally, the gaining human science knowledge makes novels go beyond. In
other words, novels can maximize its creativeness by the basis of human
science knowledge. Novels contain imagination and with the imagination it
can pass the limit which scholars of human science can not easily overcome.
It is the reason that novels can be much more attractive than any academic
study. So, the imagination of human science makes possible to overcome the
limitation of personal experience and lead the readers to unlimited area.

Many masterpieces of history foresee the future hardships of human being
with its peculiar imagination. It is because the pieces based on the
imagination of human science, which try to find the present question through
the past and through it analogize the future. Some recent novels break
common idea and ask different sphere of question based on semiology, the
science of religion and the knowledge of history. In this case, the readers can
be a free traveler who ride on writers imagination and travel the new world,
which the writer established.

Novelists are different from journalists who report distinctive story of the
world. They are not philosophers who offer a methodology to analyze the

society and not even sociologists who analyze social phenomenons.
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Furthermore, they are not historians who writes objectively about what
happened. However, Someone who is not any of scholars but accept their

virtues and use it for its imaginations may be a novelist.

3. Tomorrow’s story and humane studies

There is no intention of making the genre of novels as a subordination or
tool of human science. Novel is naturally free as a bird and has propensity
like kaleidoscope, so it can not remain as something’s tool. Moreover,
because of the propensity it may possible to have independent area without
any influence of studies.

However, as we know, science can lead the nature and human being to
destruction, if it is only follow commercial applications and utility. Likely, if
novel forget about spirit of human science and only follow the market
economy, there is a possibility that it will cause social conflict and malady
and finally cause a panic to the general public. That is the reason that the
rehabilitation of human science is urgent.

From the past, novels have been grown on the debt of human science and
the effect is still there. T believe human science is the most effective science
which give novels the motive power to grow up. If today’s Korean novel
feels ineffectualness about the imagination of human science, it maybe not
the problem of the study but part of problem of the abilities of novelists,
which can not meet the social expectation or demand. I expect the artistic
climate in which novels and human science are growing together by talented

writers who have ways to turning around and flexibility.
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