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(a special edition)

The Realization of Asian Way in Globalization
- Focused on Short-story Series, Nepal Triogy

Hae Yisoo
(Kor, Novelist)

1. Nepal Trilogy

I went to Nepal for 42 days in the beginning of 2007, and had got an
idea to write the three short-story series during the journey.
Fortunately, the trilogy had published in literary magazines in a row.
High Altitude Sickness describes trekking motivation and suffering
from altitude sickness at Mt. Everest, and Lukla Airport tells
trekkers action and psychology during delay airplanes. Lastly, Out of
Lumbini shows the days in Lumbini after a descent from the mountain.

Nepal is famous for Himalaya called the backbone of the world and
Lumbini where Buddha was born in, so trekkers and pilgrims flock to
this country every year. In the trilogy, early 30s Korean male
protagonist feels confused by different culture and life style in different

country, but these are also able to expand his thinking way. In this
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paper, I would like to say realization in Asian way which based on

Nepal Trilogy

2. The Focus on Process

High Altitude Sickness shows the process of trekking to Gokyo
Peak(5,357m). The protagonist suffers from mountain sickness while
climbing one of high peaks at Mt. Everest. The sickness is known as
the most fearful obstacle for the Himalayan trekkers because nobodies
can avoid it.

The best safety regulations would be Don't ascend over 300m
altitude per day and ‘Slow walking . It implies nature warn not to
climb the mountain so rapidly, although a trekker has strong physical
power. If trekkers have got altitude disease, they must descend to
below because there is no medicine to cure this sickness.

The 12th day of trekking at a Machhermo lodge(4,450m), the man
encounters an old sherpa who conquered Mt. Everest as a young
member of western team, but got injured on his knee owing to falling
down into a crevasse. While they are talking each other, they listen to

the loud chopping sound of rescue helicopter.

“Oh, dear, a chopper is coming here. People need to focus on the process of
trekking. If they are obsessive about achievement, they can t avoid that.
Don t forget young man, please walk slowly and enjoy step by step.” said the

old man.

The old sherpa s advice emphasizes on ‘the slow process rather

than fast achievement . This is so different from the general idea of
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western world standing for ‘speed and success . In other words, it is
reminded of an ancient Chinese philosopher Chuang-tzu s story Po
Wong Jang In(##ZE_A)", which tells enjoying primitive working

compared with fast working using the machine.

3. The Cogitation of Pilgrim

Lukla Airport describes trekkers confusion and behavior while delay
airplanes for a couple of days. Actually this airport is located at
2,866m, and connects Mt. Everest regarded as a spiritual space with
Kathumandu, a commercial center in Nepal. The trekkers on the
mountain, who might have prepared for a long time to come to the
spiritual space is falling into the despair, when they could not go back
to the Kathumandu by airplane because of bad weather.

In the meantime, the man gets to know a mid 20s Thai woman
named Sseng. Her character s function leads out of the consciousness
of protagonist by asking a question. Once, she asked the man to
explain what different features are between low altitude and high
altitude.

I thought for a while and answered.

“The shape of yaks shit is different between low altitude and high
altitude.”

“What? Yaks shit? Are you kidding?”

“No, it s true that yak s shit on the road is changing into more artistic,

while altitude is getting higher.”

The feature that the protagonist concentrated on during the walk to
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the high altitude was not be marvelous himalayan scenery, but the
animal s shit on the ground. Such idea is based on the aspect of Asian
search way. In other words, the purpose of travel focuses on acquiring
new eyes rather than new sightseeing. Furthermore, the protagonist
reveals his wishes in his diary to quote the phrase from The Analects of

Confucius.

4, Redlization through Dreaming

The last work of the trilogy, Out of Lumbini is composed of three
chapters The Way to Lumbini’, The Days in Lumbini and Out of
Lumbini’ . An early 30s man had been asked to write the essay which
topic was ‘How is a life weight?” However, he had not found an idea to
write this topic, and finally encounters the deadline on the way to
Lumbini.

While he feels so ashamed not to complete the manuscription, he has
a chance to hear about the Buddha story ‘Hal Yuk Mu Hap(EIA% 4% )
-Giving body to a hawk for a pigeon from Mr, Nam in Korean temple.
Then he suddenly has to leave for the airport because of emergency
situation in Nepal. On a rickshaw, he falls asleep for a moment, and
experiences the Buddha story in his dream. After wakening he realizes
the weight of a life in a split-second.

The plot of this short-story applies Dreaming structure which has
been used traditionally in the history of Asian literature. In western
people who are generally logical and reasonable may be hard to
understand that the problem in the reality could be solved through a
dream.

However, since Chinese classics such as Jun Dung Shin Hwa (35E57
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7% of Myoung Dynasty, this kind of construction has been applied to
many literary works until now. Usually, this literary method has
solved the problems of the unsatisfied desire and the impossible
questions in the present. Consequently Out of Lumbini extracts motive

from Buddhism story with applying Dreaming Structure .

5. The Journey for the Perfection of Self

Nepal in the trilogy is not any more undeveloped asian country which
would be evaluated from western economic aspect of view. On the other
hand, Nepal in the short-story series will be an absolutely equal
natural place for all people who have two foots as well as pilgrim s
territory for seeking for truth. Furthermore, this space inspires a
traveller to self realization.

In the trilogy, protagonist learns the process by provision of nature,
the consideration by searching for truth, and the indirect realization by
a dream. In other words, Asian traditional thought such as Taoism,
Confucianism and Buddhism melt down to this literary works, and also
motivates each story. Consequently, the theme of Nepal Trilogy will
be concluded in the pursuit of the perfection of self rather than the

individual accomplishment of material prosperity.
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