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Abstract

An Exploration of Children’s Literature
for Unification

Seon, An-na

Children’s literature cannot be apart from the realities of politics and
society even though it targets children. Having no solid critical skills,
children embrace information as it's provided in an unconscious manner.
Their tendencies and tastes have ongoing impacts on their growth process
once they're formed in childhood. Therefore, it's incredibly important to
figure out what kind of knowledge, information and prospects should be
offered to children as to unification for the sake of the nation’s future.

This study reviewed how the issues of unification were dealt with in
children’s literature and focused on examining how to prepare for and get
ready for unification. As for methodology, children’s literature was
investigated in three periods, which include (D) before Korea was divided into
two, (2) after the Korean War and division, and (3 after unification. Each of
the periods was looked into for characteristics and tasks.

Period (D spans from the Japanese rule to before the Korean War. In that
period, Korea’s children’s literature was born and grew, evolving into a
separate genre. Even before the physical environments of division were
created, there were certain right and left wing flows within children’s
literature. After Korea took back its independence, North and South Korea
had their own children’s literature grow.

In Period (2), the division of North and South Korea became a fact after the
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fratricidal Korean War. It covers a period from after the truce to the present
day. In South Korea, children’s literature went through huge changes and
growth both in quantity and quality thanks to the miraculous economic
growth and the activation of the publication market. There was apparent
freedom of expression in North Korea right after the war was ended.
However, the Juche Ideology created a dominating tendency of worshiping
the ruler. Both North Korea's children’s literature and South Korea’s children
literature expanded within a scope allowed by the regimes and accordingly
succeeded in speaking about only half the discourse in varying degrees.

And Period 3 covers the years after unification. There is no knowing
when the two Koreas will be unified again. Today there is ongoing awareness
of division in children’s literature between North and South Korea. Speaking
in a fundamental sense, the division situation constantly distorts the present
and future of the people including children. Thus there is a need to pursue the
identity recovery of Korea's children’s literature as a whole. In the study,
children’s literature of the unification period was discussed in three phases,
which were formation of unification consciousness, preparation for
unification, and preparation for a unified society.

What's needed in Korea’s children’s literature is a paradigm shift of
unification. It’s also required to graduate from the old approach toward

unification as a system and to make preparations in the long term.

Z=H|0] : o}==sk(children’s literature), =H=5t oF==Skchildren's literature of North

and South Korea), £219|A] Z=M(formation of unification consciousness), S

Z=H|(preparation for unification), S2!CHH|(getting ready for unification)
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