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Abstract

Type and System of North Korean Art

— focused on the (Kim Jung-i's Art Theory) (1991)

Hong, Ji-Suk

The most prominent character of “Kim Jung-il’s Art Theory” is that it
clearly distinguishes the center from the peripheral. Here, the center means
Joseon Painting(#fifita:). In other words, Joseon Painting takes precedence
over all othersin North Korean art. Kim Jung-il saysthat “Joseon Painting is
the painting that have developed as national forms of art so long while
containing genera character of oriental painting” In this point of view, Kim
insisted that the development and expansion of various art types should be
based on Joseon Painting.

Following this principle, Kim presented the type and system of North
Korean art. He classified art into small types. as follows:

1) painting / 2) monumental art(sculpture) / 3) publication art
4) craft / 5) architectural decorative art 6) film art & stage art
7) industria art / 8) caligraphy

In this classification, the first and most important thing is the contents and
thought of each art type. Because the first aim of art in north Korea is the
agitation and the propaganda. But Kim insisted that the character of medium
and the forms of art as important as the contents. None the less, Kim's
definition of each art type is so detailed and strict that it (at least in part)
constrain artist’s freedom and experiment.

_173_

—



07"«~ .fi 2009.7.1 3:32 PM ~ ) }?FUL - CET.. T e7%" 02-542-2985

2 = )e s ATE

ZF=H[of : Seto|&E(North Korea Art Theory), Z=M3sHJoseon painting), 7|'gH[0]&(=
ZH(monunmental art), S&H0|&(publication art), Z4&5%&4A|0|&(architectural

decorative art), FLiO|=(stage art), 2k40|&(industrial art)

o] 12 20081 AR GLETBL/ 4 1)0] A0 FHEME T EAILTR] A2 ol S el

(KRF-2008-411-J03302).
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