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A study of shadow personalty and semantic network
expressed in modern novels

- Based on “Tower of ants” by Inho Choi and “Pelican” by Jungil Jang
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Abstract

A study of shadow personalty and semantic network
expressed in modern novels
- Based on “Tower of ants” by Inho Choi and “Pelican” by Jungil Jang

Choi, Yun-Ja

One of the representative characteristics of modern novel is that they deal
with severe psychological conflicts people experience in the business like,
scientific, and competitive society. Psychological conflicts are expressed
through psychological symptoms characters exhibit such as isolation,
anxiety, hostility, anger, delusion, and murderous impulse. These are neurotic
symptoms that appear as the gap between the conscious mind and the
unconscious mind widens when one identifies his/her persona with the
conscious self. Neurosis is an expression of one's suppressed complex in the
unconscious mind into an object in the external world and it can be seen as a
projection of shadow personality psychologicaly. Characters suffering from
such psychological problems appear in modern novels frequently because
modern novels deal with inner personalities of modern men who are
experiencing confusion about values and living mentally impoverished lives
in the materially abundant world.

This study analyzed the projection of shadow personality in “Tower of ants
“ by Inho Choi in 1977, and “Pelican” by Jungil Jang in 1980 based on C.G.
Jung’s perspectives. Jung said that one’s life is a history of one’s
unconsciousness realizing itself. He also said that all psychological
symptoms have purposes and meanings and neurosis is an opportunity to
achieve change and growth of one’s personality and unified self, i.e.
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wholeness. But people who only think scientifically cannot understand Jung’

s concepts. Each discipline of science studies one specific science area while
philosophy studies unity, totality, general and universal things. In other
words, science is a study of something while philosophy is a study of
nothingness of something or nothing. Jung's psychology has something in
common with Yin and Y ang philosophy of eastern philosophy. According to
the philosophy, Yin and Yang are not separate and Yin is dark shadow and
Yang is bright light. This philosophy coincides with Jung's psychology that
sees consciousness as bright light and unconsciousness as dark shadow.

This study analyzed the types of conflict in the two novels using the
psychological symptoms to find out the shadow personality and semantic
network of each character. It tried to understand the psychological symptoms
of each character instead of considering them as pathological aspects. In the
novels, characters express anger or fear to harmless animals like the ants and
pelicans. This study tried to find the causes of such abnormal behaviors and
the essence of shadow personality and its purpose. This study found that
psychological symptoms each character exhibit in these novels are not just
meaningless pain and they enabled the characters to move toward self
realization and perfection of personality.

Through this study, this author found that everyone has dark shadow
personality in them but they just don't realize it. These two novels provided
special insights on psychological aspects and mental activities. And this
study demonstrated that these two novels expressed the mental worlds of
modern men rather than the set myths based on the traditional literary
proposition that literature reflects the social phenomena of the time.

ZFH|0] : a=IXI1Zd(Shadow persnality), FAKprojective), F-S(dead), S4CH A (modern

novels)
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