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Abstract

A Study on the properties of melodrama starring
Jang Hee-bin

—Focused on the fim “Jang Hee-bin” (1961) by director Jung Chang-hwa

Kim, Ju-Young

The purpose of this study is to determine the properties of the
popular narrative of Jang Hee-bin through the character that is Jang
Hee-bin. As everyone knows, Jang Hee-bin is a woman who led a
very dramatic life. Jang Hee-bin’ s dramatic life provides good
inspiration to content fictionists of posterity. Thus the character of
Jang Hee-bin is reinterpreted according to the time period and is
simultaneously recreated. Including the recently completed drama
“Dong Yi”, there have been a total of eight series of videos were
created regarding Jang Hee-bin. Furthermore, every time a video
about Jang Hee-bin is recreated the public have shown great interest
such as by comparing the new Jang Hee-bin with the old one.

To be of continuous interest to the public surpassing time and space
is not easy feat and yet Jang Hee-bin consistently stimulated the
public’ s interest and garnered attention. Then what aspect of Jang
Hee-bin makes the writers to video plots keep trying to recreate?
Moreover, why does the public keep watching the endless recreations
of Jang Hee-bin?

First of al, in order to determine where the public characteristics
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that Jang Hee-bin has arise from the genre of melodrama must be
established. Asone of genres of popular narratives, melodramais aso
one of the genres that most closely relates to the public. Thus
understanding melodrama is a way of understanding the
characteristics of popular narratives. Video contents related to Jang
Hee-bin can aso be included in the genre of melodrama, to categorize
it in further detail it could be classified as “historic melodrama.”

Second of all, to analyze the melodrama factors in the videos in
which Jang Hee-bin is a mgjor character. As the subject of analysis |
chose the movie “Jang Hee-bin,” by director Jung Chang-hwa which
premiered in 1961. The reason why | selected an old piece rather than
anew one is because this piece was the first video about Jang Hee-bin
which gave root to a series of them. The melodrama factors borrowed
from this piece make various changes to the person’ s personality or
the narrative’ s episode according to the time period, however Jang
Hee-bin’ s overall frame remains unchanged. Thus through the
analysis of the melodrama factors of “Jang Hee-bin” by director Jung
Chang-hwal concluded that there would not be significant difficulties
in understanding the properties of popular narratives. Furthermore,
seeing as how the melodramatic characteristics of Jang Hee-bin ?
which was the first in a series of Jang Hee-bin videos ? prevail to this
day, it should also be possible to observe the universal aspects of
popular narratives that seem to surpass time and space.

(0] : &5lHI(Jang Hee-bin), WZ=2laKmelodrama), Hl Al0{(Ben Singer), Al=

(historical drama), A &tsHJung Chang-hwa)
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