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Abstract

Aprokgang, the First Cantatain North Korea

Bae, Ihn Gyo

This paper reviews social and musical context of the times when
Aprokgang, the first cantata of North Korea, was composed by Kim,
Okseong. It also analyses how its lyrics were constructed and how it
was diversely evaluated upon different times. The purpose of such
research is to understand the significations of Aprokgang in the
history of music in North Korea.

During the period of ‘Peaceful Democratic Construction” when
Kim, Okseong created Aprokgang, there was a demand of the times
that a new type of music should be developed. The elegant music at
that time was understood as the kind of music that expelled
reactionary and decadent trend prevailed in the music composed by
existing bourgeois composers and uses realistic methodology of
socialism

Next, the lyrics of Aprokgang was analyzed to find how

MBaekdusan,, along epic poem, was adapted as lyrics of Aprokgang.
The 6th chapter of the epic poem depicting ‘Bonchonbo battle

—



01, ,-%# 2011.1.25 12:30 PM ~ T30 j\%

26 I3 SH AI0E

where anti-Japan north Korean partisans crossed the Aprok river and
advanced across the border into the Korean peninsula was most
frequently used for the music. Especialy, the beginning part from the
1st to 3rd stanza was selected as the lyrics for the entire 4 movements
of music. However, the words of poem were modified with the
technique of repetition and ommission to fit into the musical structure
of Aprokgang.

Lastly, it was reviewed how the cantata, Aprokgang was understood
through different political environment. Basically positive perspective
lasted for longtime considering that Aprokgang used Baekdusan, a
long epic poem written by Cho, Gicheon, as its lyrics, that it was the
first cantata in the history of North Korea music, and that it conveyed
the narrative of minitary resistance against Japanese colonization as
well as idealization of suryeong(leader). However, developing new
genre of chrus and orchestral and using style of Jeolga for vocal were
pointed out as limit in its genre as cantata. Accordingly, Aprokgang
by Kim, Okseong has gradually become forgotten. However, after
playing Yun, Isang’ s cantata, it was possible to find that the
awareness of Kim, Okseong’ s Aprokgang was increased. Moreover,
with the influx of nationalistic trend in music in 1990s, ‘national
melody’ has been commented to appreciated the musical value of
Aprokgang.
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Z=H|0f: ZE A AR [langpyeongseosasilong epic poem)], 5 A baekdusan), Z<A
(Kim,Onseong), 1Al =[Gyoseonggok(cantata)], =2t (Aprokgang), & Als}
[Suryonghyeongsanhwa(idealization of suryeong)], 2I&& M &[minjokjeok

seonyool(national melody)|

= maol  2010,11.10,
2 AAKR 2010,11,25,
Az 2Rl 2010, 12,10,
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