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Abstract

Study on the Condition of Political Ideology
Education in North Korea

Kim, Mi Jin

North Korean education introduces a communistic ideology that is
based on Marxism, Leninism and the Juche Idea of Kim IlI-Sung and
emphasizes the main focus of educating North Koreans about
socialism. Furthermore, the introduction of development of
communistic-minded persons, Juche Idea, collectivism and the
integration of theory and practice as its ideals of education is also
based on such aspect. The purpose and ideals of North Korean
education has been largely established by two official documents.
The first is the Socialist Constitution of North Korea and the second
is the Thesis on Socialist Education.

Among the three main topics concerning socialist education as
presented in the Thesis on Socialist Education, this study mainly
discusses about the “political ideology education” which is used as an
education method to secure and maintain the legitimacy of
revolutionary tradition and cultivate North Koreans as communistic
revolutionist. In particular, this study focuses on analyzing the
present education conditions in political ideology education classes

for elementary schools (4 years) and middle schools (6 years) in



which compulsory education is required and present conditions of
political ideology education offered in literature texts.

North Korean education is mainly based on revolutionary education
for the maintenance of the regime and continuance of the
revolutionary tradition. In addition, leader figure classes such as Kim
II-Sung and Kim Jong-Il classes are adopted as required subjects in
order to secure the legitimacy of the revolution. Such educational
system will easily impede upon the development of creativity of
North Korean students. North Korean students study uniform leader
figure related classes such as the life stories, revolutionist
achievements and history of Kim Il-Sung and Kim Jong-II for as long
as eleven years based on a repetitive and forced method of studying
without being guaranteed any autonomy as students. Of course,
North Korean students continue to learn such leader figure classes and
idolization classes even after continuing their education beyond
middle school.

Such educational direction may result in a severe educational
discrepancy on the Korean Peninsula if the two Koreas unite in the
future. Such result can be expected due to the issue of how
individuals that are familiar with creating values in life based on their
own efforts and responsibilities and acknowledging diverse values
can accept those who are educated to believe that the Juche Idea is the
only value to be practiced, and the likelihood for a considerable
amount of confusion after unification with respect to education on
North Korean history which separates the pre-unification period from
a perspective based on the Juche Idea. Although Kim II-Sung and
Kim Jong-II classes have been long implemented as a measure to
strengthen the North Korean regime and reinforce the position of the

North Korean leader, it will regress in a globalized education system
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and it will be the foremost issue to be resolved on the Korean

Peninsula after unification.
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