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Abstract

The Characters of culture and art of the Kim Jeong-
eun’s sole dominion period.

Kim, Jeong soo

The purpose of this study is to examine the trends of North Korean
culture and art in 2012, which is the Kim Jeong-eun’s sole dominion
period, and to discuss its outlook for the future.

When North Korean culture and art in 2012 are closely examined in
discourses and works, Kim Jeong-eun’s aspiration, at the beginning of
the year, of making his country a military-first ‘socialist civilized
country’ is considered successful to a certain extent. Kim Jeong-eun
kept on practicing his New Year aspiration through the idolization of
Kim Jeong-il, putting women in front, and interchanges with the
outside world while having military-first discourses continue. What is
noteworthy is that the performing arts that emphasize spectacles are
freed from the obsession of the military-first or socialist ideological
implications. Acrobatic Chunhyangjeon is only a public performance
in which superior abilities of actors and actresses and colorful
spectacles are prominent. Moranbong Band’s playing of the theme
song of Rocky is only a performance. Of course, North Korea clothes
Chunhyangjeon and Moranbong Band’s performance with political

rhetoric. But rhetoric is only rhetoric and it is confirmed that the
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performance has nothing to do with rhetoric

Then, in what direction will North Korea’s culture and art develop
in the future” Roughly two directions are predicted. The first
direction is, as can be easily guessed, the idolization phenomena. As
North Korea’s Rodong Sinmun newspaper showed in 2012, after the
death of Kim Jeong-il, the enactment of Gwnagmyeongseong
Holiday, the publication of completed works of Kim Jeong-il, the
organization of Kim Jeong-il achievements become the preview of the
direction of future North Korean culture and art circles. The second
direction is the attention payed to house wives and the outside world.
What was particularly noticeable in 2012 was that the leading
characters of dramas, movies, and novels which North Korea
evaluated as success were all women. Particularly, the fact that
middle-aged women, rather than young women, were placed in front
is noteworthy. At the same time, North Korea is paying attention to
the outside world. The performing of Chinese and Russian works has
been practiced since 2009, but broadcasting Lion King, whose
prototype is Shakespeare’s Hamlet, is certainly a new phenomenon.
North Korea is actively paying attention to the West. It is most
probable for Kim Jeong-eun who has to stand alone to perform the
works like Lion King in order to obtain emotional supports from the
people and to interact with the West. North Korea’s paying attention

to women and the outside world will continue for some time to come.

ZH|0f: =6HE3}0i|=(North Korean culture and art), Z™2 EH=E EX|(Kim Jeong-

)

eun’ s sole dominion period), At&|FC| B =X(socialist civilized country), 0{A42| MM

SHputting women in front)
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