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Abstract

A Study on Old-age Lives and Narrative in Park,
Wan-seo’s Short Stories

Park, Sung hye

From 1970 when she won a literary award in {Women Donga)
magazine’s full-length novel contest for lady writers with a novel
"The Naked Tree; at her age of 40 to her death in 2011 at her age of
81, Park, Wan-seo left so many works in quantitative aspect. Through
her works overall, topics which her creation motifs repeatedly focused
can be categorized as ‘Korean War and division of the nation’,
‘analysis and criticism of reality of ages’, ‘old-age lives and
narrative’, and ‘feminism and maternal awareness of life’. This means
that Park was motivated to write by conflicts between those topics
and critical mind about them.

This research focuses on ‘old-age lives and narrative’ of four topics
of Park’s novels mentioned on last paragraph. Purpose of the research
is to clarify aspects on the topic and characteristics of narrative. It is
obvious that old-age lives and narrative in her short-stories should be
analyzed in terms of ‘topics’. By searching her short and medium-
length stories, we can realize that there are two aspects of old-age
lives and narrative which were chosen by her as topics of her works.

One is that there are detailed depiction of finding the elderly’s
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meaning of existence. The other is that lives of isolation and
alienation are depicted in the novels.

Park tried to clarify the elderly’s existence by depicting the elderly
couple and their love, and lives of the elderly who retired. Also, she
delicately described isolated and alienated lives shown by gap
between the elderly and their daughters-in-law(or their sons and his
wives) or exclusion from the younger. Some literary works such as
Riverside View |, "Reunion in the Evening |, "A Sketch of the Fading
Sun 4, "A Sketch of the Fading Sun 5, "Dried Flower ;, "When a
Long and Boring Movie is at the End |, and "Thorn in a Petal; have
topics about the elderly’s existential inquiry.

In addition, motif of old-age lives and narrative has orientation to
topics which are shown in social relationships especially in family.
Some of her works including "Twilight ;, "Riverside View ;, "Hidden
Voice of Paulownia;, "Dining Table Where Candle is Lighten

depict lives of isolation and impossibility of communication.

FH|0] : Ef2tM(Park, Wan-seo), EHEH A~ (short-stories), =H2| 4t} A{AHold-age

ives and narrative), F=H| = (thematology), 2} 2E| X (creation motif)
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