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Abstract

Type and System of North Korean TV Drama

Kim, Mi Jin

The purpose of this study is to advance the active research on North
Korean television drama (hereinafter “TV drama”) in the future by
conducting a general research study on North Korean TV dramas that
was rather lacking to a certain degree in comparison to other genre of
North Korean arts and culture by reviewing preceding research
studies. Culture genres such as movies or theater plays where the
performance is given in a fixed place are subject to restrictions in time
and space, but television shows are not subject to such limitations.
Unless someone turns off a television, the contents viewed on the TV
are indiscriminately conveyed to the viewer. In other words, from the
point of view of a culture recipient, the TV is a much more accessible
medium than movies or theater plays and through TVs, TV dramas
are the most easily accessible genre to recipients.

Today, literary fares called “literary art” are provided to their
citizens in North Korea. Hui-Yeol Ahn’s “Study on Juche Theory of
Literature and Art: Types and Forms of Literary Arts” classifies the
type of literary arts into literature, movies, theater plays, operas,

music, dance, art and acrobatics. These types of literary arts have
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been subdivided and categorized in accordance with the
characteristics of their forms. When examining the position in which
TV dramas are placed among the genre of North Korean literary arts
pursuant to Hui-Yeol Ahn’s categorization, “Television Plays” are
sub-categorized under theater plays, “Television Movies” are sub-
categorized under movies. In light of such findings, it can be said that
North Korean “Television Plays” simultaneously take on the form of a
play which is characteristic of dramatic arts and the form of a movie
which is displayed in the form of visual arts. That is to say that
“Television plays are a new form of literary art that has been adapted
to its own unique figurative nature by succeeding the means and
methods of a movie-like format and the dramatic form of theater
arts.” The Korean Central News Agency, North Korea’s
representative broadcasting network and system wholly government-
controlled and managed system, broadcasts the “news report” at 5
PM., Kim Jung-Il propaganda related programs from 6 P.M. until 8
P.M., the “news report” at 8 P.M. and then airs TV dramas after the
“news report” starting at 8:30 or 8:50 P.M. for about 50 minutes. The
TV drama programming by the Korean Central News Agency mostly
airs one episode a day. However, two consecutive episodes have been
occasionally aired and there were times where reruns of previous
episodes have been aired again a few months later. This study will
first review studies on North Korean TV dramas that have been
undertaken in South Korea and then propose a systematic and
expansive research project on North Korean TV dramas to be carried

out in the future.
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