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Abstract

Subversive Words of Hope in the midst of
Oppression
—A Comparative Study of the Poets, Siyoung Lee and Myungin Kim

Koo, Hye Sook

To read the poems which the two poets Siyoung Lee and Myungin
Kim wrote in the 1970s makes the readers to critically reflect the
historical reality of Korea under the political oppression of military
government. It also helps the readers to articulate the role of poems in
the midst of sufferings. Siyoung Lee and Myung Kim tried to
overcome the hardships through subversive representation of
oppressive reality.

The 1970s is an object of controversial debate, since some believes
the time as the moment of development, and the others strongly
argues about the deprivation of the common people by the political
power in the form of modernization. Siyoung Lee and Myungin Kim
tried to reveal the dark side of this process of modernization and take
sides with the oppressed.

The thesis supports the idea of subversive role of poems and its
literary responsibility to talking to the power with prophetic courage
in order to liberate the people from the bondage of oppression. The
poetic world of Siyoung Lee and Myungin Kim resembles each other

and demonstrates the power of poem that depicts the tragic reality,
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while discovering the layers of hope.

A comparative study of these two poets’ works, who represent the
model of the 1970s’ progressive movement of literature clarifies the
essential function of literature in terms of its relation with the
historical reality. In the poems of Siyoung Lee, the readers could find
the source of revitalizing the power of resistance of the people to the
hegemonic rule of the repressive political authority. The readers could
see how Myungin Kim approached the question of modernization and
thought of its socio-political implications.

These two poets never failed to express their agony concerning the
utter depression, but also succeeded in raising our consciousness of
hope which is subversive to the power that be. In 1970s, this kind of
progressive movement of poets and the novelists opened a new
chapter in the history of Korean literature. Siyung Lee and Myungin
Kim will be remembered as the harbingers of the poetic movement in
realizing the justice and the freedom of thoughts in the field of literary
works. And this holds still true when our society experiences another
phase of political authoritarianism and economic exploitation. We
desperately need the poetic justice which could empower the people

who suffer.

FH|0: 15 (sufferings), 2 (depression), 1970ALH(1970s), Z24(violence), =CH

(modernity), &4-A(dignity), 234 (paradox), 5|2hhope), =X (subversive)

== ™4 2014, 05,09, | == AAK! 2014, 05, 23, | A[x{ EP-L 2014, 06, 16,
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