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Abstract

Study on Film <Dooman River>
by Director Zhang Lu

—With focus on characters and space

Park, Hae-Wool

Dooman River, which is located on the borderline of North Korea,
China, and Russia, has often appeared in the historical records of
Korea. Thus, numerous artworks and films set against the backdrop of
Dooman River have been created in South Korea. Since the river was
the last area where people about to leave Korea stayed, it is a special
place where people said good-bye to others, missed them, felt sad and
struggled.

<Dooman River>, a film directed by Zhang Lu in 2009 and released
in 2011 in Korea, is another story revolving around the river.
However, the movie is different in that the river is a symbol of
‘boundary,’ rather than the sadness of people.

Whereas the ancestors who lived during the Japanese Colonial
Period believed it was the last area of their country they stayed before
living the country, the film <Dooman River> portrays the river as a
borderline between a Korean-Chinese village in Yanbian and North
Korean village. In other words, the river separates two different areas
as a boundary. Changho, the main character of the film, is a boy who

lives in the Korean-Chinese village in Yanbian overlooking the

_mg_
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Dooman River. He doesn’t have any family member whom he left
behind across the river and he has never lived there. He is not an
immigrant. Although Dooman River has always stayed the same, the
stories it has inspired has changed in each era.

This study has analyzed the characters and space of <Dooman
River> intensively. In this story, minority groups such as children,
women and the elderly are portrayed as key characters. They are the
ones who can explore all types of spaces. The children can travel to
any area they want to go to. Character Soonhui serves as a liaison that
connects the verbal and non-verbal world. The grandmother can
transcend between the reality and fantasy.

In the film, the adult residents of Korean-Chinese village lock their
doors to prevent outsiders from stepping into their spaces. However,
the children freely enter their spaces. No places in the world are off-
limits to them; they can enter any space they want to go to.

The director established two opposite spaces, such as reality and
fantasy, North Korea and Korean-Chinese village, and verbal and
non-verbal world. Those spaces are freely travelled by characters who
can cross the borderline. However, the director delivers the message
that it is not always easy through the death of Changho.

Although the film is highly regarded in that it presents unique
characters and spaces, unlike other films. However, the excessive
sacrifice of the female character is not very appealing. Although
Soonhui acts like a selfless angel, she got raped. It seems as if her
only role is a scapegoat. She doesn’t have any desire of her own. If
she was portrayed as a strong woman with her own aspirations, her
image as a innocent victim would be deprived. Hopefully, the director
Zhang Lu will explore new types of female characters in his next

films.
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