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Abstract

Teachers’ Perceptions of Cooperation Between Early Childhood
Special Education and Occupational Therapy Service

Park So Jung’(-wing Development Support Center)
Han Kyoung Gun*"(Dankook University)

Purpose: This study analyzes the perception of occupational therapy for children and the cooperative
experiences of early childhood special teachers. Method: In—depth interviews were conducted with 6
early childhood special teachers with over 3 years of experience in teaching young children
undergoing occupational therapy. Upon transcribing and analyzing the interview data, 3 themes were
derived, with 22 subcategories and 7 upper categories. Result: First, it is recognized that occupational
therapy is a treatment that children with severe disabilities receive, like physical therapy, and that it is difficult
to understand and rarely encountered because it is composed of medical terms. Second, the study participants
positively accepted the cooperation with the occupational therapist, and the cooperation between the early
childhood special teacher and the occupational therapist could be very helpful in understanding the problem
behavior of the child in charge. Third, several requests for cooperation with occupational therapists
were made, however, owing to the limitation of documents, continuous and realistic cooperation
was not achieved. Fourth, due to the difficulty of specific cooperation, we first appealed for difficulties in
procedures such as work outside of class and approval from the manager, and discussed the absence of a
therapist and difficulty in securing time and budget when planning individualized education. Lastly, it was
suggested that legal/institutional support for therapists to participate, change of manager's perception and
activation of occupational therapy-related teacher education for early childhood special teachers was necessary.
Conclusion: It was meaningful that the perception of early childhood special teachers on occupational therapy
and the current status of cooperation, and the ability to hear realistic voices by collecting opinions from field

experts. We look forward to the development of related teacher education programs.

Key words : Special education Teacher, Special education related services, Occupational therapy, Expert

cooperation
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